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Partnerships Across The Curriculum 

Our partnerships are vital to increase engagement and              

enjoyment in learning for our young       

people.  We believe that learning is most 

effective when skills and knowledge are  

applied in different contexts and working with our partner organisations    

provides rich and dynamic experiences to improve outcomes for learners.  In 

S2 all of our students spend a week at the Columba 1400 Leadership Acade-

my in Skye.  The 2017/18 session will see the 

third year of this life-changing partnership, 

which challenges our young people to think 

about their core values, setting goals for their 

future, while raising their confidence and aspi-

rations.  When returning from Skye, the S2 

students develop these  values  further at Fox-

lake      Adventures in Dunbar, becoming Jun-

ior   Leaders on a Level 4 Steps To Work Programme.  This development last session has added 

even more to the S2 experience and has been incredibly successful, with parents also engaged in 

the programme of activities.  We also have a very successful partnership with PSKC -  The Porto-

bello Sailing and Kayaking Club and have introduced outdoor 

learning that enhances the curriculum across S1 and S2, with 

teachers    developing re-

sources and materials with 

the            instructors at 

PSKC.  These are just some 

of the    amazing examples 

of how           Castlebrae is 

working with the wider community to provide innovative, 

creative and exciting learning experiences for our young 

people. 

Senior Phase (S4 - S6) 

Our students reach the senior phase of their 

education in S4 and continue through until S6.   

Learners work towards qualifications in the 

senior phase. We offer qualifications and 

awards at     National 3, National 4, National 5, 

Higher and  Advanced   Higher as well as Skills 

for Work,   Wider Achievement and National 

Progression Awards.  The learner pathway for 

each student is tailored to their needs and 

flexibility in the curriculum enables study of 

anything between 5 and 8 subjects, dependent on the level of study. 
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DEC! - DESIGN, ENGINEER, CONSTRUCT 

Architecture, Engineering and Construction is all around you, providing you with somewhere to live 

and go to school, giving you power, heat and light, and a supply of clean, safe water. Roads, bridges, 

tunnels, sports stadiums, shopping malls, schools, skyscrapers, dams and drainage systems, these are 

just few things that make up the Built Environment. 

All these fantastic creations are born out of the talent of highly skilled designers, engineers and con-

struction professionals – people who one day were students just like you. 

DEC! is one of the ONLY qualifications that helps you develop a range of skills and knowledge for a 

career in the Built Environment. It provides you with real opportunities to progress on to employ-

ment, apprenticeships and higher education in careers where there are real skills gaps. 

The DEC! qualification is recognised by schools and supported by industry. DEC! Level 1, 2 and 3 are 

equal to SCQF Level 4 (National 4) and SCQF Level 6 (Higher) and SCQF Level 7 (Advanced Higher) in 

Scotland. 

Forget about just sitting behind your desk and listening to your teacher 

DEC! is a hands on, project based learning experience – from fun workshops where you design your 

own Eco Building, to getting your hands on high-tech industry tools and software. 

DEC! takes the mystery out of maths 

DEC! gives you more than just theory, it helps you 

put maths into practice. You will get lots of opportu-

nities to discover where and how it is applied in the 

world of work. 

DEC! enhances your literacy skills 

You’ll prepare reports, presentations and feedback – 

many of which are presented to genuine Built Envi-

ronment specialists. (This is great for building your 

confidence!). 

It’s more than academic 

DEC! lets you use your imagination and creativity too. 

As part of a sustainable building project you will take 

on creative roles such as architect, surveyor and land-

scape designer. 

DEC! gives you essential skills 

Communication, team working and presentation 

skills are skills you’ll need to succeed in the real 

world of work – DEC! helps you get to grips with all of 

them. DEC! has been designed with the help of Built 

Environment professionals so it’s relevant and will give you up-to-date skills and knowledge. 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
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NATIONAL 4 & NATIONAL 5 

Those choosing this course will be required to run our bistro ‘The Castle Kitchen’, giving 

them the opportunity to develop good interpersonal, leadership, management and          

organisational skills. It will be necessary to work as part of a team, taking responsibility for 

all areas of the business. 

There are 4 core units which cover: 

Working in the hospitality industry 

Working in the professional kitchen 

Working front of house 

Introduction to events 
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MODERN STUDIES 
NATIONAL 4 & 5 





The Course enables learners to develop skills through assessments as well as 2 externally marked  
elements: 
 

Performance 60 Marks 
Listening 40 Marks 

 

. 
Music: Performing Skills  
 
In this Unit, learners will develop a range of advanced performing skills appropriate to their two selected 
instruments, or to their one selected instrument and voice. 
 
Through regular practice and reflection, learners will develop and creatively refine their performing skills 
while exploring a variety of  
Musically and technically challenging music. 
 
Music: Composing Skills  
 
In this Unit, learners will develop a range of advanced skills in creating music. They will experiment with 
and apply a range of compositional techniques and devices in refined and sophisticated ways when     
creating their own original music, drawing on their understanding of composers work and approaches 
and the creative process 
 
Understanding and Analysing Music  
 
In this Unit, through listening, learners will develop their understanding of music styles, music concepts 
and musical literacy.  Learners will work independently, demonstrating aural skills and an in depth       
understanding of music and music concepts when investigating, analysing and commenting on sections 
of musical movements or works. 
 
Assessment: 
 
In the same format as National 5 and Higher you will sit a performance exam on two instruments or one 
instrument and voice.  The performance will last for 18 minutes and must be at a Grade 5 or equivalent 
standard.   This will take place during in May.   



The Higher course is made up of three elements: 

Question paper: 40 marks (35%)  
Assignment: 30 marks (15%)  

Performance: 60 marks (50% 
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 
 

 Develop performing skills in solo and/or group settings on their selected instruments or on one     
instrument and voice 

 
 Performing challenging music with sufficient accuracy while maintaining the musical flow 

 
 Create original music using compositional methods and music concepts  creatively when        

composing, arranging or improvising 
 

 Broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music 
and identifying a range of music signs, symbols and music concepts 

 
 critically reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others 
 

The practising of instruments outside of class time and attendance at lessons on a weekly 
basis is essential. 
 

Entry requirements 

Assessment 

In the same format as National 5 you will sit a performance exam on two instruments or one instrument 

and voice.  The performance will last for 12 minutes and must be at a Grade 4 or equivalent standard.   

This will take place during February/March.  A composition assignment will be externally marked by SQA 

and submitted in April and a listening exam will take place in May.  



The National 5 course is made up of three elements: 

Question paper: 40 marks (35%)  
Assignment: 30 marks (15%)  

Performance: 60 marks (50% 
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 
 

 Develop performing skills in solo and/or group settings on their selected instruments or on one 
instrument and voice 

 
 Performing challenging music with sufficient accuracy while maintaining the musical flow 

 
 Create original music using compositional methods and music concepts  
 creatively when composing, arranging or improvising 

 
 Broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music 

and identifying a range of music signs, symbols and music concepts 
 

 Critically reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others 
 

The practising of instruments outside of class time and attendance at lessons on a weekly 
basis is essential. 
 

Entry requirements 

 

 

Assessment 

A performance exam on two instruments or one instrument and voice will take place during February/

March.  You will sit a performance exam on two instruments or one instrument and voice.  The perfor-

mance will last for 8 minutes and must be at a Grade 3 or equivalent standard.  A composition assignment 

will be externally marked by SQA and submitted in April and a listening exam will take place in May. 
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The course assessment has two components:  

Component 1: Portfolio – 60 Marks  

Component 2: performance – 60 marks 

 

Portfolio - 60 marks 

The purpose of the portfolio is to assess the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the performance 
development process. 

It assesses the candidate’s ability to integrate skills and apply knowledge and understanding from across the 
course. The portfolio gives candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and 
understanding: 

understanding factors that impact on performance 

planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance  

monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development  

decision-making and problem-solving 

 

The portfolio has three sections: 

Section 1 

Understanding factors that impact on performance 

Section 2  

Planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal  

performance 







PHYSICS 



PSYCHOLOGY 

National 5 requirements will be that you should have Nat 4 in any Science subject and Nat 
4 in Maths and English. 

For Higher you will need Nat 5 in a Science and Nat 5 in Maths and English.  

The units studied at National 5 will be: Sleep and dreams, Non-verbal communication and 
conformity. 



World Religion- Buddhism 

Morality and Justice 

The problem of suffering and evil 
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