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Beloved sweetheart bastard.  Not a day since then 

I haven’t wished him dead.  Prayed for it 

so hard I’ve dark green pebbles for eyes, 

ropes on the back of my hands I could strangle with. 

 

Spinster.  I stink and remember. Whole days 

in bed cawing Nooooo at the wall; the dress 

yellowing, trembling if I open the wardrobe; 

the slewed mirror, full-length, her, myself, who did this 

 

to me?  Puce curses that are sounds not words. 

Some nights better, the lost body over me,  

my fluent tongue in its mouth in its ear 

then down till I suddenly bite awake.  Love’s 

 

hate behind a white veil; a red balloon bursting 

in my face.  Bang.  I stabbed at a wedding-cake. 

Give me a male corpse for a long slow honeymoon. 

Don’t think it’s only the heart that b-b-b-breaks. 

 

 

Think about 

these words – 

why have they 

been used? 

Think how the 

writer creates 

character here 

Think about the writer’s use of antithesis (opposing ideas) – 

e.g. love and hate – these are central to the poem and are 

echoed through other things – weddings, the sensual feel of 

stanza 3, the ‘sweetheart’, honeymoon, yet these ontrast 

dramatically with words such as, ‘stabbed’, corpse, strangle.  

How does this help to crate the tone of the poem? What 

impression do we get of the character behind the voice? 

This stanza is 

sensual – 

underline the 

words that 

help to create 

that feeling. 

Comment [V.J.1]: Oxymoron 
emphasises the state of mind of the 

character and also immediately 

introduces the tone of the poem. 

Comment [SFA2]: think 
carefully about the writer’s use of 

metaphors here – what do you 
think she’s trying to say about this 

character? 

Comment [SFA3]: think what 
connotations this word has – why 

does the writer follow it with 

‘stink’? 

Comment [SFA4]: this harsh 
word is something we normally 
associate with crows 

Comment [SFA5]: why do you 
think she refers to herself in the 

third person here? 

Comment [V.J.6]: enjambeme

nt 

Comment [V.J.7]: enjambeme
nt + oxymoron here – what effect 

do they have? 

Comment [V.J.8]: oxymoron – 

love’s hate 

Comment [SFA9]: what are the 
connotations of the colour red? 
The word ‘puce’ in the 3rd stanza 

also implies red – what is the poet 

trying to convey 


