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Section 1 

 

The Background 
 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

 Explain why we call the First World War the ‘war 

to end all wars’. 

 Describe the main parts of the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

 Explain the impact the Great Depression had on 

the people of Europe. 

 Explain which countries were involved in the 

Second World War 

 

 
On a fresh page in your jotter, copy all of the information 

on this page including the title.  
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The First World War was fought between 1914 and 1918 

across Europe and a number of countries across the globe. 

When the war started people were excited and wanted to 

fight, believing that it would be ‘over by Christmas’. 

However after four years of battle, more soldiers were 

killed than in any previous war. People were very unsettled 

by this and many believed that there should never be a war 

like this again. They called it the ‘war to end all wars’. 

 

Look at the map below: 
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1. In a sentence, list the 3 countries that lost the most 

men. 

2. In a sentence, state how many countries were involved 

in First World War. 

 

Extension: 

Look at the flags around the map. How many you can spot 

that have a British flag as part of their flag? Can you think 

why this might be? 

 

Discussion: 

Why did people call the First World War the ‘war to end all 

wars’? 

As a class we will make a statement on the board. You 

should copy this into your jotter. 

 

As we have read, many people did not want war again. 

However some people were very angry in 1918 and wanted 

revenge for the death of their loved ones.  
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One of the main issues that 

made people angry was the 

belief that their enemies had 

tortured people. The French 

read stories of Germans 

murdering babies, while the 

Germans heard stories of 

foreign nurses gauging out 

the eyes of wounded 

soldiers. Have a look at the 

anti-German poster on the 

right and you’ll get an idea of 

some of the stories British 

people were hearing about Germans.  

Look at the poster on the previous page: 

3. What message is the poster trying to put across? 

4. What does the artist want people to believe the 

Germans did during the war? (hint: look at all of the 

drawings behind the men in the middle) 

 

Extension: 

What kind of people in 1918 might have agreed with artist’s 

point of view? 

 

 

Discussion: 

Imagine that you are in their situation, you have lost 

members of your family – how would you feel? Look at the 

following options: 
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a) You feel relieved that the war is over and hope that 

nothing like this will ever happen again. 

b) You feel angry at the enemy for killing people you love 

and want revenge. 

 

It is easy to see both points of view and this made the job 

of creating peace very difficult. 
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The Treaty of Versailles 

 
Allied Countries 

(Victors) 

Against the Allies 

(Defeated) 

Britain Germany 

France Austria-Hungary 

USA Bulgaria 

Italy Turkey 

Russia  

  

This table shows some of the main countries who fought in the First 

World War. 

 

In January 1919 a meeting was held in the Palace of 

Versailles, near Paris, to decide what would happen to the 

countries that had lost the First World War.  

 

Politicians from the Allied countries created a treaty (an 

agreement), which had to be signed by the defeated 

countries. The treaty was designed to stop the countries 

from being able to go to war again. 

 

Here are some of the main points that the defeated 

countries had to agree to: 

 

 They must cut the size of their armies and navies 

 They must give the Allies money and materials to pay 

for the cost of repairing the damage caused by the 

fighting. 

 They must give some of their land to the neighbouring 

countries to make them stronger 
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Germany felt that they were treated very harshly as they 

had to sign specific parts of the treaty: 

 

 They had to take full responsibility for starting the 

war. 

 They were not allowed to join with Austria. 

 

5.  On a piece of A4 paper, create a poster which 

explains the Treaty of Versailles. 

 

You should include: 

 Where the treaty was made. 

 Which countries were defeated and had to agree 

to the treaty. 

 The main points of the treaty. 

 The extra points that Germany had to agree to. 

Your poster should have lots of written information in 

full sentences and have pictures to help show the 

points you are making. 

 

 

Extension for Poster: 

Look at Source 12 on the next page, the smaller map at the 

bottom. Use it to add details to your poster such as the 

names of the lands taken 
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. 
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Discussion: 

 

When the German people found out about the Treaty of 

Versailles they were very angry as they felt that they were 

being treated very harshly. 

 

Look at Source 11 

to the left: 

 

What can you see 

happening in the 

picture? 

 

Who do all the 

people 

represent? 

 

What is the 

cartoonist trying 

to say? 

 

 

Picture sources 

are used a lot in 

history. Where 

can you find out 

information 

about a picture source? 
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The Great Depression 

 

In 1929 a major event would change the world. It was the 

Wall Street Crash. 

 

In New York City there is a place called Wall Street. This is 

where you will find the stock exchange, a place where 

people put money into companies. It is a very important part 

of the economy – the way the countries earn money and 

spend it. 

 

In 1929 countries around the world had money invested in 

the USA stock market and lost a huge amount of money. 

The Wall Street crash sent the USA and many of other 

countries into a Great Depression. Hundreds of banks 

closed down and thousands of companies went out of 

business. This meant that people lost jobs and struggled to 

support their families. The USA was also struggling and had 

to call in loans it had given to other countries. One country 

that had borrowed a lot of money was Germany. Because of 

this, Germany was hit particularly hard by the Wall Street 

Crash and the Great Depression.  

 

Discussion: 

From what we have already learnt about Germany at the end 

of the First World War, why might they be hit particularly 

hard in 1929? 

 

Together we will make a statement on the board. You should 

copy this into your jotter 
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The Great Depression of the 1930’s left the people of 

Germany facing unemployment and even more importantly – 

hunger. People struggled to feed their families when there 

was no money coming into the house. On the next page you 

will get an idea of how tough life was for Germans at the 

time. 

 

Look at Source 4 below:  

Discussion: 

Try to imagine how you would feel if this is what you had to 

live on for a week. Could you do it? 

Now imagine that week becomes a month, then a year. How 

would you feel? Who would you blame? 
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The Spread of Dictatorship 

 

Hunger and unemployment made people very angry and they 

often blamed the government for not doing enough to help 

them. People began to support the political parties who 

promised to solve their problems. In Germany one of these 

parties was the National Socialist Party, also known as the 

Nazi Party. As unemployment got worse more and more 

people voted for the Nazis, eventually in 1933 Adolf Hitler 

became the head of the German Government. He would run 

his country as a dictatorship. 

 

Let’s find out 

more about 

what a 

dictatorship 

is by looking 

at source 8 

on the left. 

 

We shall read 

the 

information 

together and 

then you 

should 

complete the 

work on the 

next page. 
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6.  Using source 8 on the previous page, complete the 

following table. Remember to space out your work: 

 

 Democracy Dictatorship 

Regular Elections Yes or No Yes or No 

Rights 1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Countries and 

Years 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

7.  What kind of country do we live in? Why is this type 

of country better than a dictatorship? 

 

Build Up to War 

Once Hitler came to power he took control of every part of 

people’s lives within Germany. He did this through fear. 

People were scared to go against his decisions as they may 

be killed or sent to prison. Hitler’s plan to improve Germany 

was to get back the land lost after the First World War. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Thinking Point! 
Can you remember the name of the treaty that took 
this land from Germany? 
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To do this Hitler rebuilt the army and navy. He was 

breaking the rules of the treaty but many countries let him 

do this as they were trying to prevent another war. Hitler 

broke many of the promises that he made and eventually 

other countries in Europe could not ignore his behaviour any 

longer. Britain and France thought that Germany would 

attack Poland next and warned him that they would protect 

it. The German Army marched into Poland and on the 3rd 

September 1939 the British and French honoured their 

promise and declared war to protect Poland. 

 

Discussion 

We will talk about these questions and then create a 

statement about the build up to the war. 

 

What parts of the treaty did Hitler break? 

Why did people not stop him? 

Who actually started the Second World War? 

 

The Two Sides of World War 2 

 

Before we can start to explore specific events which took 

place in the Second World War, it is important to 

understand who the leaders of the countries involved were. 
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Using the information below, copy and complete this table. 

8.   

Allied Powers Axis Powers 

Country Leader Country  Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allied Power: 
FD Roosevelt (USA) 

Allied Power: 
Winston Churchill 
(UK) 

Allied Power: 
Joseph Stalin 
(Russia) 

Axis power: 
Adolf Hitler (Germany) 

Axis power: 
Hideki Tojo (Japan) 

Axis power: 
Benito Mussolini 
(Italy)) 
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These were six of the main leaders, but many other 

countries fought for the Allies. 

9.  On the next page you will find maps that show the 

other Allies. Some you may already know, for the 

others use the Philips School Atlas to help. 

Copy and complete this sentence with the list of Allied 

countries: 

“During the Second World War many countries fought 

with the Allied powers, including.......” (19 in total) 

Europe: 
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Southern Hemisphere: 
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The Americas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that we have covered the background to the Second 

World War we shall investigate key events. 
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Section 2 

 

Key Events 

 
Learning Outcomes: 

 

 You should be able to describe the following key 

events: 

1937  –The Nanking Massacre 

1939  - The Nazi-Soviet Pact 

1939/40 – The Phoney War 

1940   – Dunkirk  

                 – The Battle of Britain 

1941   – Attack on Pearl Harbour 

1941  - Operation Barbarossa 

1942   – Singapore falls to Japan 

     - The Death Railway 

                 - Stalingrad 

1944   – D Day 

1945   – Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 

Take a clean page in your jotter and copy all of the 

information on this page. 
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The Phoney War-1939/40 
 

By the end of September 1939, Germany and Russia had 

defeated Poland. Everyone expected Hitler to attack 

Western Europe but nothing happened.  

The period came to be called ‘the phoney war’.   Britain was 

able to spend more time preparing for war. Pillar boxes 

were painted with yellow gas-sensitive paint Also, 38 million 

gas-masks had been given out during 1939 – cinemas refused 

admission to people without a gas-mask.   400 million 

sandbags were piled round the entrances to shops and public 

buildings.   London zoo put down all its poisonous snakes, in 

case they escaped during a bombing raid.   There was a 

wedding boom as many couples quickly married hurriedly 

before the man was called up. 

Challenge 

It is April 1940 and Nazi Germany have just attacked 

Norway, meaning the end of the 'phoney war'. 

 

You must create an A4 sized newspaper report describing: 

1. Why the Nazis have attacked Norway. 

2. What the Phoney War was and what happened during it. 

3. When it occurred.  

It must also have a picture relating to the article AND an 

interview with a member of the public about their feelings 

on the Phoney War. 
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Dunkirk-1940 
 
At the start of the Second World War, Germany had won 

lots of battles across Europe. By June 1940 almost half a 

million British and French soldiers had been pushed back to 

the port of Dunkirk which sits on the northern coast of 

France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The soldiers were outnumbered by the German army. The 

only way to escape was to cross the English Channel – But 

how? 

 

The Government had to find a way to get the soldiers safely 

back to Britain; they called their plan 

‘Operation Dynamo’. The job of organising 

the operation belonged to Admiral Ramsay 

(on the right)) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bertram_Ramsay.jpg
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He had to try to get as many men safely back to Britain as 

possible and to do this he was going to need a lot of ships 

and boats.  

The British Navy already had large ships, but these were 

too big to reach the shallow waters on the beach. The Large 

ships would have to wait in deeper waters. Admiral Ramsay 

asked the British public to volunteer any small boats that 

they could spare. Hundreds were sent to help the operation; 

pleasure boats, old lifeguard boats and tug boats to name a 

few. They became known as the Dunkirk Little Ships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boats picked up as many soldiers as they could carry. 

When full they were rowed out to the large ships where the 

soldiers were helped aboard. The soldiers were exhausted 

and hungry but relieved to have escaped the nightmare on 

the beach on Dunkirk. Between 26th May and 4th June 1940, 
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865 boats rescued 215,587 British soldiers and 127, 031 

French soldiers. 

1.  Using the information that we have read so far, 

create a cartoon strip which explains what happened 

at Dunkirk in 1940.  

a) Take a clean page and turn it on its side. 

b) Using a ruler divide your page into 6 sections as 

shown: 

 

c) You should put a sentence at the bottom of each 

square to explain your picture. 

Turning Defeat into Victory 

 

The Prime Minister Winston Churchill described Dunkirk as 

an amazing achievement as they had not expected to save so 

many soldiers.  

 

However there was a down side to this achievement. Over 

68,000 men had been killed or taken prisoner and a large 

number of vehicles and supplies had to be left behind in 

France. 

2.  We are going to create a bar graph to show the loss 

of supplies at Dunkirk.  

 

You are going to use the numbers in the following table 

to do this (they have been rounded): 

 Shipped To France Brought Back To 

England 

Vehicles 70,000 5,000 

Ammunition (tons) 110,000 30,000 

Supplies (tons) 450,000 30,000 

Petrol (tons) 165,000 1,000 
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*Before you start!!* 

We will agree on a scale together on the board!  

 Remember to: 

a) Use a ruler 

b) Label your axis (lines) 

c) Give your graph a title 

d) Have a key to explain your graph: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Because so much had been lost, the soldiers expected to be 

treated badly when they returned home; one man said “I 

thought we’d be shot”. However they were treated like 

heroes, with people cheering them as they made their way 

to rest centres across Britain. 

 

Discussion 

Your teacher we will 

read Source 10 on P.87. 

How can we tell that the 

newspaper supports the 

troops? 

 

 

 

Petrol Supplies 

Key: 
 
= shipped to France 
 
= brought back to England 
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Although people were proud of the returning soldiers, there 

was still one major problem – the army had been forced to 

retreat! Germany was going to continue to attack and the 

public had to be prepared to keep fighting. 

 

Discussion 

We will listen to Winston Churchill’s speech after Dunkirk. 

What message is he trying to send to the public? 
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The Battle of Britain-1940 
 

The Battle of Britain began on 10th July 1940 in the skies 

over England. The Royal Air Force would fight the 

Luftwaffe (the German Air Force) until the 31st October 

1940 in the first ever air battle. 

 

From the start, the British were at a disadvantage: 

 Bomber Planes 
(these are slower) 

Fighter Planes 
(faster to protect other 

planes) 

Germany 1,580 1,180 

Britain 530 650 

 

The Luftwaffe started the invasion by attacking RAF 

airfields. This made it very difficult for the RAF to train 

pilots and make planes. As the fighting continued Britain 

was in danger for two reasons: 

1) 350 new pilots were needed – only 80 were ready 

2) 213 fighter planes had been lost in a week – only 150 

more had been built. 

 

This could have meant the end for Britain but at the start 

of September, the Luftwaffe changed their tactics. 

Instead of bombing airfields, they focused on London. This 

was known in Britain as the start of the Blitz (we will look at 

this again later). This change was due to the Germans 

wanting revenge for the bombing raid which were happening 

in Berlin. The RAF was given the chance to recover and 

reorganise its forces.  
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On 19th September a major battle took place with every 

available pilot taking to the skies. They fought for hours. At 

the end of the day Germany had lost 60 planes and Britain 

had lost only 26.  

 

The RAF had won the Battle of Britain and sent a message 

to Hitler that they could not be easily invaded. Germany 

stopped bombing Britain during the day, but would continue 

to have night raids. 

 

1. Write a paragraph which explains what happened in the 

Battle of Britain. You should write roughly 4-8 

sentences. 

 

2. We are going to watch a slide show about the Battle of 

Britain. Copy out the following questions and leave a 

line under each for your answer. 

1) What is a ‘Sortie’? 

2) What is the name of the famous British plane? 

3) What do the lines in the sky show? 

4) What does K.I.A stand for? 

 

Extension 

Explain what the Prime Minister meant when he said 

‘Never was so much owed by so many to so few’. 
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The Nanking Massacre, 1937 
 

In December 1937 Japan invaded the Chinese city of 

Nanking. This was almost two years before most people 

consider World War Two to have started.  

 

Japan wanted to create an Empire all around her. China was  

the beginning of the Japanese conquests and the city of 

Nanking was to be hit first.  

 

The invasion began on December 13th 1937. The Japanese 

Army was feared throughout Asia for its size, its excellent 

organisation, and the ferocity of its warriors. Japanese 

soldiers showed no mercy in battle. The Chinese Army stood 

no chance.  

 

The Japanese leaders believed that 

Japan was the greatest nation on 

earth. They believed that other 

people were not as good as Japanese. 

They believed the Chinese were 

inferior to Japanese. This was, quite 

simply, extreme racism. When Japan 

invaded China, Japanese troops were 

encouraged to 'deal' with these 

'inferior' Chinese in the harshest 

ways. The Japanese massacred the 

citizens of Nanking. This was unusual 
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because usually in war citizens (ordinary people) are left 

alone whilst armies fight one another.  

 

It is thought that approximately 200,000 Chinese civilians 

were murdered between Dec 13th 1937 and the end of Jan 

1938. Historians believe the blame lies with the Japanese 

commanders who ordered soldiers to "kill all captives" and let 

soldiers do whatever they liked to the Chinese citizens for 

over 6 weeks. Who do you think is to blame? Was it the 

ordinary soldiers who did the killing or the commanders who 

ordered it? Historians still argue about these questions 

today.  

 

The Nanking Massacre is considered the 'forgotton 

Holocaust' of WWII. Many historians also believe that 

Japan's invasion of China was the  

REAL start of WWII, not the invasion of Poland by Germany 

in 1939. This is because many other nations too notice of the 

way the Japanese had behaved and began to view them as a 

real threat. The USA was one of these nations.   

 

Questions (answer these in full sentences) 

1. When did Japan attack Nanking? 

2. Why was the Japanese Army feared by other 

countries? 

3. Describe the Japanese attitude towards the Chinese. 

4. Explain, in as much as detail as you can, what the 

Japanese troops did to the citizens of Nanking.  

 

Challenge 
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Create a newspaper front page about the Nanking 

Massacre, using your answers to the questions above to 

make is as interesting and detailed as possible. Add in 

pictures and be sure to include your own opinion on it.  
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Pearl Harbour-1941 
 

As we have seen through studying the Nanking Massacre, 

before the Second World War had begun, Japan had 

attacked parts of China to get more land and resources. 

Between 1941 and 1942 Japan would continue to attack and 

conquer a number of countries in the Far East (see Source 8 

below) 
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One of the most important attacks that they would make 

took place on 7th December 1941 at Pearl Harbour military 

base in Hawaii. This was the event that would bring the USA 

into the Second World War. 

 

The Events 

The attack started at 7.55 am with a wave of 183 planes. 

The first casualties were 35 American servicemen who were 

having breakfast at the Army Air Forces ‘Hickam Field’ – a 

huge bomb hit their dining hall. A second wave of 170 planes 

attacked at 8.45 am. 

 

Both waves came as a complete surprise to the American 

troops and there was little time for them to escape from 

the boats. 

 

The most serious casualty was the USS Arizona. One 

torpedo and eight bombs hit her killing 1,177 men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men who witnessed the attack claimed that the Arizona was 

launched 10 feet in the air and sank within 9 minutes. 
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The Arizona, the Utah and the Oklahoma never sailed again 

but all of the other ships damaged in the attack went on to 

fight again after repairs had been made. 

 

By the end of the attack: 

• 2,403 Americans died 

• 188 planes destroyed 

• 8 battleships destroyed 

• 3 cruisers destroyed 

• 3 destroyers destroyed. 

 

1. Was it important that the attack was a surprise? 

(Write 3 or 4 sentences to explain your answer) 
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The Result 

Although Germany and Japan did not share the same aims, 

they both knew it would help their countries if they joined 

together. Along with Italy, this group became known as the 

Axis powers. 

 

Meanwhile the USA declared war on Japan and united with 

Britain, France and Russia to form the Allied nations. This is 

a very important point in the war. It is impossible to say if 

the USA would have joined if they had not been attacked 

by Japan. It is even harder to say whether the Allies could 

have won the war without them.  

 

After Pearl Harbour, the USA started to send Britain and 

Russia supplies of food and guns to help the war with Nazis. 

The USA was a very strong and powerful country so it could 

afford to do this. It also lent Britain £31 Billion during 

WW2 so that they could pay troops and buy materials and 

equipment. This was called the Lend Lease Act. 

 

2. Copy and complete the following table to show the 

changes after the Pearl Harbour attack: 

 

Countries Result 

Japan, Germany, Italy Formed the.....? 

 Enters WW2 

France, Britain, Russia, 

USA 

Formed the.....? 

 Lend Lease Act 
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3. Why was it important that the USA joined the war? 

 

Extension 

Create an A5 poster to show what Pearl Harbour led to 

(hint: look at your table) and what it meant for Britain. 

Use colour, drawings and words to do this. 
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Singapore Falls to Japan-1942 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 1819 Britain had been involved in Singapore. They 

started by using it as a trading post, a place in Asia 

where they could buy and sell products. By 1867 

Singapore had become part of the British Empire and 

developed into the main naval base in East Asia. 

 

By the 19th Century Japan had become an industrial 

power. During the 1930s Japan began to invade parts of 

Asia to have an influence over the area and to gain 

important resources. They would eventually invade Malaya 

(now known as Malaysia) and travel south to attack 

Singapore and the British soldiers within the country. 

 

 

 

Singapore 
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1.  

a) Your teacher will give you a collection of cards. 

b) You will watch a video 1 about the Fall of Singapore. 

c)  As you watch you must find the right card and fill in 

the date. 

d) Once you have all of the dates stick the cards in your 

jotter in date order to create a timeline. 

e)  

2. You will now watch video 2 which will help to explain some 

of the reasons why the British lost Singapore. You should 

copy the sentence below and complete it with the 

information from the video. 

“The British lost Singapore to the Japanese for a number 

of reasons including.....” 
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The Death Railway – 1942 
 

As Japan invaded and occupied many regions in South-East 

Asia they took many prisoners of war. This was common for 

countries to do during wars, however in some cases the 

prisoners were treated very badly. 

 

As we have already mentioned Japan needed resources to 

continue the war. They decided the best way to do this was 

by building a railway between 

Thailand and Burma: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between 1942 and 1945 over 60,000 British, Commonwealth 

and Dutch Prisoners were used to build two bridges over 

the River Kwai in Thailand. Around 16,000 of these men died 

due to the terrible conditions with men working up to 18 

hours a day with little food and outbreaks of cholera. The 

worst period was between June and October 1943 as the 

Japanese wanted the railway to be finished. After its 

completion the bridge was often damaged by allied 

bombings. 
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The story of the men who worked on the bridges inspired 

the film ‘The Bridge on the River Kwai’. 
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Operation Barbarossa and Stalin’s 

Russia:  

The Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939 

 

In August 1939, days before Germany invaded Poland, Hitler 

and Stalin made an agreement to divide up Poland between 

them. They also agreed not to attack each other and to keep 

out of each other's business. However, just because they 

acted like friends didn’t mean they actually were friends. A 

British cartoonist at the time, David Low, made this point 

cleverly: 
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The agreement was simply an easy way for both Germany and 

the USSR to gain more land (Poland) without having to worry 

about what the other country thought.  

 

Hitler had basically wanted to keep Stalin off his back whilst 

he fought the French. However, Hitler HATED Stalin and the 

USSR and had been planning for a long time to take over the 

USSR. He wanted more space for Germans to live and the 

USSR was huge. Stalin knew Hitler hated him and the USSR 

and he felt much the same way about Germany. Stalin was 

hoping the agreement would buy the USSR more time until 

her army was ready to fight.  

Questions 

1. What did Hitler and Stalin agree to do? 

2. What did Hitler hope the agreement would give him time 

to do? 
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3. What did Stalin hope the agreement would give him time 

to do? 

 

Stalingrad – 1941 to 1943 
 

In August 1939, before the war had begun, Germany made 

an alliance with Russia. Hitler and Stalin agreed not to go to 

war with each other. This was not because they were 

friends but because it suited them both at the time. 

 

Hitler had always wanted more land and in June 1941 he 

launched an attack on Russia. It was codenamed Operation 

Barbarossa. 

 

The attack caught the Russians by surprise. By the end of 

1941 the Germans occupied many Russian lands including 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Byelorussia, Ukraine and 

Bessarabia. 

 

The Germans advanced on Stalingrad where they would 

fight the Russians in fierce hand to hand combat on the 

streets. The city was heavily bombed by the German 

Luftwaffe. By the end of the fighting Germany lost around 

850,000 men while the Russians lost approximately 

1,100,000 men. 

 

The Russians won the battle and Hitler was forced to 

retreat. Russia, and Stalingrad, had proved too difficult to 
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invade. Many historians believe that this was the turning 

point in the Second World War. 

1. Put the title ‘A Summary of Stalingrad’. It is an 

important skill in history to be able to summarise 

information. Your task is to summarise each 

paragraph into one sentence – you can either have 

these as bullet points or to create a new paragraph. 

Discussion 

Watch the clip about Stalingrad. Why do you think the 

Germans lost? Weather? Lack of Resources? Splitting the 

troops? Hitler’s input? – Do you think this was the turning 

point in WW2? 
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D-Day  - 1944 

 
Introduction 

For three years between 1941 and 1944, Germany was in 

control of France. You would say that Germany occupied 

France. The allies were planning to liberate (free) France, 

but to do this they would need to send a large army to fight 

its way to Germany and defeat Hitler and the Nazis. 

 

The day chosen was the 6th June 1944, known as D-Day (D 

for declaration). The plan of attack was given the codename 

Operation Overlord. 

 

Discussion 

What kind of title is Operation Overlord? Strong? Weak? 

Why would they have chosen this title? 

 

Where to Land? 

The allies had to pick the right location in which to land on 

the coast of France. The best route to take would have 

been the shortest one but the Germans knew this too and 

had built many forts with guns along the narrowest part of 

the English Channel. 

 

1. Look at the two pictures below and make a list of the 

dangers facing the troops when they land on the 

beaches. 
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The decision was made to land on the Normandy beaches 

which were further away but not as well defended. Before 

the plans could be made, the military did a number of 

things: 

 

 Planes were sent over to the French coast to take 

pictures. 

 French holiday guide books were read. 

 The BBC asked for the public to send in their holiday 

photos from the French seaside. Around 10 million 

were sent in. 

 Sailing books were read to find out about tides and 

rocks. 

 French spies sent information about German defences. 
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2.  Why would the military collect all of this 

information? Write a sentence with at least 2 

examples of ways information was collected. 

 

Getting Ready for D-Day 

Having decided where to land, the allies began to prepare 

for the invasion. British and American troops were sent to 

the south coast of England for training. They soldiers were 

not told what they were being trained for. 

 

Discussion 

Why do you think that the soldiers were not told what they 

were training for? 

 

Operation Overlord was a large scale operation with the 

Navy, Army and RAF each playing a vital role in the landings. 

Although it was the army that had to land on the beaches, it 

was the navy who had to learn how to ferry the army across 

the English Channel and land safely on the beaches. The 

navy also had the responsibility for building harbours once 

they reached Normandy. 

 

The British and American air forces also had an important 

role to play. The German guns in Normandy had to be 

captured, so the airmen spent months preparing for this. 

The parachute regiments were going to land behind enemy 

lines and the airmen also had the major job of protecting 

the ships as the crossed the Channel. 

 



47 

 

3. Copy and complete the following table to show all the 

different roles undertaken by different parts of the 

military. 

Military Jobs/Roles 

Army 1. 

Navy 1. 

2. 

Air-Force 1. 

2. 

3. 

 

4. Who do you think had the most difficult job? Give a 

reason for your answer and make sure you have 

written a sentence. 

 

The Landings 

 

The allied forces were ready to go on the 1st June 1944 but 

typically they were let down by the British weather, storms 

and rain pushed back the landings by a couple of days. 

 

The first men to be used in the invasion were the airborne 

troops who began to board planes at 9pm on the 5th June, 

the night before the invasion. There mission was to destroy 

German guns near the beaches and cut telephone wires so 

that the Germans could not call for help. 

 

 

Early on the morning of 6th June 1944 the invasion force set 

sail for the Normandy coast. The allies landed on five 
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beaches, each with a different code name. The Americans 

called theirs Omaha and Utah and the British/Canadian 

forces called theirs Gold, Juno and Sword. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Americans were the first to land at 6.30am on Utah 

beach. The beach was lined with obstacles but the overnight 

attacks had helped and the troops were able to push inland. 

 

Gold Beach was the first of the British attacks. Again the 

troops faced huge problems with mines, heavy artillery and 

sniper fire. However by 8am they had punched a hole 

through the German defences which meant that they could 

link up with the Americans from Utah and Omaha beaches. 

 

The other British beaches were successful with the support 

of Canadian troops. However the Americans were not so 

lucky with Omaha Beach. This was the beach with the most 

casualties caused by rough seas, underwater beach 
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obstacles and enemy fire. This beach would become known 

as ‘Bloody Omaha’. 

 

Over the next couple of days 156,215 troops landed in 

Normandy by sea and air, at a cost of some 10,300 

casualties. From this point the allies began to slowly 

progress towards Germany. 

 

5.  Create a comic strip which explains some of the key 

points of the landing on D-Day. Once you are 

finished you should stick this into your jotter. 

 

You will be given a template like this: 
   

1st June 1944 -  5th June 1944- 6.30am 6th June 1944- 

   

8am 6th June 1944 -  British Success at…. Omaha Beach -  

 

*Make sure to fill in the information box below your 

drawings*  
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki – 1945 

 
Background 

During the Second World War, America had been 

developing new weapons. The best minds from across the 

country came together to form the Manhattan Project. 

Using people who were skilled in technology, industry, 

science and finance they produced the atomic bomb. This 

was first tested on July 16th 1945 in New Mexico. 

 

Why Did They Drop the Bomb? 

 

By this point in the war, America had pushed the Japanese 

out of all the land that they had occupied in the Pacific 

region. In Europe, Hitler had been defeated. So why drop 

the bomb? 

 

 The Americans believed that Japan would never 

surrender. If they dropped the bomb then thousands 

of American lives could be saved. 

 The bomb cost $2000 million. It would have been 

difficult to justify not using something that cost so 

much. 

 The Japanese were very cruel to prisoners of war 

(remember the Bridge on the River Kwai). Some wanted 

revenge. 

 The USA wanted to show how much stronger it was 

than the USSR (Russia) which it did not trust. 
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1.  Copy down the reasons for dropping the bomb in 

order of importance – it’s up to you what order you 

think is most important. 

 

 

 

Hiroshima 

 

On 6th August 1945 at 08:16am, the U.S dropped an atomic 

bomb on the city of Hiroshima, Japan. 

 60,000 - 80,000 people died as a direct result of the 

bomb blast. 

 About 100 square miles of the city was completely 

destroyed. 

 The bomb used was called ‘Little Boy’. 

 Over the next 10 years – 40-60 thousand people died 

as a result of injuries from the bomb or radiation 

poisoning. 

 

Nagasaki 

 

On 9th August 1945 at 11:02 am, the U.S dropped a second 

bomb on the city of Nagasaki. 

 70,000 people died as a direct result of the bomb. 

 Up to 140,000 more people would die from the blast in 

the 5 years that followed the end of the war. 

 The bomb was called ‘Fat Man’. 

 

 



52 

 

Unaware that the Americans did not plan to drop anymore 

bombs, the Japanese surrendered on 14th August 1945. We 

call this Victory over Japan day (VJ day).  A few months 

earlier on the 1st May, it was announced that Hitler was 

dead and on 7th May Germany had surrendered. This was 

called Victory in Europe day (VE day). When Japan 

surrendered, World War 2 was officially over. In almost 6 

years around 50 million people had been killed. 

 

1. Create a newspaper report/storyboard/diary 

entries/presentation on the bombings and the end of 

the war.  

 


