
The New Castlebrae 

Opening August 2021 

NEWS 
FOCUS  ·   RESPECT   ·   INTEGRITY  ·   PERSEVERANCE 

Spring 2020 

Edition 

Construction Starts on the New Castlebrae! 
We are delighted to announce that the Construction programme for the new Castlebrae 
is now underway! An important milestone for the future of education in our community has been 

reached as students, staff, parents and partners marked the start of construction work on Wednesday 
15th January. Megan Douglas, Josh Heath, Hamilton Cruickshank and Ahmad Khan joined representatives 
from the City of Edinburgh Council, partners Hub South East 
and contractors Morrison Construction, at a special sod-
cutting ceremony. The £28m project will see the school   
completed by August 2021. Plans for the brand new 700    
capacity secondary school, which has the potential to be    
increased to 1200, have been developed through extensive 
consultation with the Castlebrae community. 
 

An Exciting, Inspirational and Creative Hub for the 
Whole Community 
The new school is being built in the heart of Craigmillar, next to the 
East Neighbourhood Centre and Library.  An  important aspect of 
the design is the provision of a variety of spaces for learning       
activities to support collaborative and inclusive practice,              
developing and enhancing strategies for continuing improvement 
in attainment and achievement. Externally there will be extensive   
landscaped areas for outdoor learning activities and a 3G artificial 
football pitch, which will be available for use by the local community 
outside school hours, as well as a town square. Councillor Ian Perry, 
Education Convener, City of Edinburgh Council said,  “It was great to see work progressing on the site of what will 

be our fifth new high school we have built in  
recent years. This is an exciting time for           
education in the Capital with two further new 
schools opening this year, and construction work 
having started on two others. The event today 
demonstrates our commitment to investing in 
our children’s education by creating a first-class 
learning environment for all our children which 
will also be an exciting, inspirational and creative 

hub for the whole community.”  Councillor Alison Dickie, Education Vice Convener said, “As a Council we are taking 
opportunities to innovatively build schools for the future that are fit for 21st Century learning – as this exciting  
design shows with extensive landscaped areas for outdoor learning activities. The new schools we are creating all 
support greater accessibility and inclusion for all our young people. We will continue to develop the designs of our 
future school projects so they can support the needs of all learners and provide a much more inclusive                
environment promoting greater health and wellbeing.” Story continued on page 2 

A visualisation of the new Castlebrae  and Town Square as seen from the 
main South-facing elevation from Niddrie Mains Road  

L to R: Norma Prentice (HT), Josh Heath, Ahmad Khan, 
Vincent Spicer (DHT), Megan Douglas, Hamilton 
Cruickshank and Sharon Street (Castlebrae’s longest 
serving member of staff) on the site of the new build 
to celebrate construction start.  



Construction Starts On The New Castlebrae! (continued from front page) 
Head Teacher Norma Prentice said, “It’s so exciting to be the Head Teacher of the new high school for Craigmillar. 
This new build is thoroughly deserved and will benefit the whole community by delivering high quality learning 
and teaching and enhancing the school’s journey of continued 
improvement. All the pupils and staff can’t wait to move in next 
year.”  Richard Park, Director at Hub South East said, “It’s        
exciting to mark the start of construction on site at Castlebrae. In 
particular, we’re delighted to welcome two S3 school pupils   
Ahmad and Hamilton, as they learn about communications and 
PR as part of their World of Work Week. This is a great example 
of how a construction project can provide wider community  
benefits and we look forward to working with the Council and 
our supply chain to ensure the project is delivered successfully, 
realising positive benefits for the local area, as well as the staff 
and pupils who will enjoy the new, modern facility.”   
Eddie Robertson, Managing Director for Morrison Construction 
Central Building said, “The start of a new project is an exciting time 
for all involved and it’s good to note that we already have  rapid 
progress on the groundwork for the new Castlebrae High School. 
Morrison Construction has a strong track record in developing and delivering education projects in partnership 
with City of Edinburgh Council and we will bring all that experience to bear in ensuring that the young people of 
Craigmillar receive a school building to be proud of, while the wider community will be able to enjoy 21st century 
public facilities. We are also committed to a programme of exciting engagement activities that will benefit the  
pupils and surrounding community during this project." You can keep up to date with the progress of construction 
and find out more about the new Castlebrae building by visiting our website: www.castlebrae.org.uk 

Members of the Project Team celebrate with students, 

staff and The City of Edinburgh Council Education and 

Vice Conveners Ian Perry and  Alison Dickie. 

Charlene’s Magnificent Mandarin Achievement! In December 

2019, Charlene McNaughton (S4) competed in the      
annual HSBC British Council Mandarin Speaking        
Competition. She competed in the Beginner's category 
against 8 other students from schools around Scotland. 
She had to give a 2 minute presentation in Mandarin   
followed by 3 questions asked by the judges in Mandarin. 
She then had to translate three sentences into Mandarin 
from English. Charlene did extremely well and preformed 

fantastically, showing off her Mandarin skills that she has learnt this year. This is the first time Castlebrae 
has entered this competition and Charlene certainly did her school proud!  

A Stirling Effort from S1 During the History and Social Subjects Residential! 

In partnership with Hostelling Scotland Youth and Volunteering, Miss Marquardt, Mr 
Mackenzie and Miss O’Reilly took an amazing group of our S1s to Stirling on an         
overnight residential in October. We explored Stirling 
Castle, handled some medieval objects and spent the 
night at Stirling Youth Hostel. Day 2 was a visit to the 
Bannockburn Centre to plan and put into practice our 
medieval battle skills during the Battle of Bannockburn 
1314, using the centre’s interactive battlefield. We 
have some very skilled medieval strategists amongst 
us! Well done to all who came on the trip. You were 
such great representatives for Castlebrae! S1s at Stirling Castle during the Social Subjects Residential 



Craigmillar Book Festival and Book Week Scotland 

Last November kicked off with the return of Craigmillar Book Festival and 
here at Castlebrae we hosted a series of events for our students. Author 
Alex Nye returned to work with a new cohort, leading our S1s though       
atmospheric workshops designed to get their creativity flowing and inspire 
their spooky story writing. Poet Ryan Van Winkle may have started small 
with one-word poems, but soon had our S2s working collaboratively on a 
poem that means we might be slightly disappointed when the loos in our 
new school don’t feature a carousel. Slam poet Ash Dickinson challenged 

our S3s to create clerihews and fast-paced six
-shooter poems. And in our second joint 
event, some of our seniors joined up with 
seniors from Holy Rood  for a workshop with 
author Laura Lam to inspire writing that is 
criminally creative. It was also our seniors 
who wrapped up our month of literary      
activities by taking Edinburgh Academy up on 
their offer of hearing author and historian 
Sara Sheridan muse ‘where are the women?’ 
for Book Week Scotland. 

Mental Health is not just for Mental Health Day 
Back in October we celebrated our first Improving Mental Health Day. Our 
visiting Therapets were such a hit with both students and staff that we’ve    
decided to make it a regular event. Every 
Thursday, Milo is in school working   
alongside Shona McInally, our SAMH    
colleague. Milo and Shona work one-to-
one with some of our young people, drop 
into Nurture classes, and are regular    
visitors to the school library at lunchtime.  
Therapets can be shown to reduce stress 
in students. Having a Therapet in the 
school environment can slow down heart 
rates and lower blood pressure. Milo is 
also a fantastic listener and can often pick 
up on a young person’s emotions and     
support them when an adult can’t. 

Castlebrae S1 Learn Lessons On Litter  Our S1 engaged in a school wide initiative to tackle 

and reduce littering around the school after learning about the harmful effects on the environment 
and on wildlife. We started a campaign to for our pupils to take pictures of themselves cleaning up litter around 
the school community. The pupils who participated earned their place on trip to the Sky Academy Studios in     
Livingstone on Wednesday the 13th of November. The trip gave the pupils opportunity to explore and express 
their voice on the topic of plastic pollution. With the help of the expert team at Sky, students they learned about 
how to structure a news report and communicate their ideas to the audience as they create their own news     
report on damaging effects of plastic pollution. The new report will be broadcast to the school at an upcoming 
assembly.  

The Sky’s The Limit! 

The Sky Academy Studios offer 
an amazing experience for  
students, immersing them in 
the world of media production 
and entertainment.  

After the success of a previous 
Sky Academy trip (see report 
below), another has been     
organised for April. To gain a 
place on the trip, our students 
will be asked to produce an 
awareness campaign in the 
form of a endangered animals 
research task. This will be the 
topic they will be making their 
next new report on at the Sky 
Academy Studios! 

Castlebrae’s Therapet, Milo, supports 

positive mental health and wellbeing 

...and here is the news! 



Murrayfield Magic! A group of S3 girls had an amazing time at Murrayfield   

Stadium recently through Castlebrae’s partnership with Edinburgh Rugby. Following a very 

enjoyable experience spectating at a 

match, the girls were then given the  

opportunity a week later to analyse the 

game using some very complicated    

software and did a fantastic job and The 

Edinburgh Rugby Team were     

extremely impressed with how the 

girls embraced the opportunity! 

Monday 13th January saw the beginning of the very first (and very special) 
S3 ‘My World Of Work’ week. The aim of the week was to engage S3 students in 
experiences to get them thinking about subject choices and pathways for Senior 
Phase, but also to prepare them for their full work experience week that takes place 
in S4.  The week also focused our S3 on a key aspect of the Scottish Curriculum, that 
of ‘Developing The Young Work Force’ for the 21st Century. It was a very successful 
week, with some amazing feedback received from partners and employers who  
supported the programme of activities, events, seminars and placements.  Here are 
some of the comments we received: Caitlin and Mackenzie were great ambassadors for their 
school. They arrived punctually, were very polite, worked really hard and really well together 
on a set task. The task was quite a challenging one - developing a ‘wellbeing’ session for year 4 
Law students. Considering this was the first time they had ever produced a session plan 

and the time constraints, they did an 
amazing job!!’   ‘Lewis showed off his 
communication and management 
skills, supporting those around him and 
leading on conversations. Jamie 
showed great organisational and    
interpersonal skills and was very    
helpful to those around her.’  We’re 

very proud of all those students who 
fully embraced the opportunity to experience such a variety of activities 
through the week.  Well done! 

Castlebrae and George Watson’s College in Partnership 
Castlebrae’s innovative Partnership with George Watson’s College has 

continued to develop with a group of our S1 and 2 pupils selected to take part 
in a weekly ICT programming and computing skills course. This course has been developed in 

collaboration with George Watson’s with the aim of building knowledge, confidence and skills in com-
puter programming and a range of ICT based skills. The course ran from October until December and 
was such a success that George Watson’s offered to continue the course into the new year. The pupils 
are currently designing their own android apps and games that can be then accessed on mobile phones!  
Well done to all those students in the group who have really impressed the staff at George Watson’s 
who are working with them. 

S3 Students Experience a World of Work Week! 

Kyle and Lewis learning about 

and applying coding skills 

Chloe enjoying her work experience 

Houria, Teri, Chantelle and Vanessa in the world 

of Finance! 



In October the Maths Department 

held a Celebrity Maths Cluster 

Event which saw students working 

collaboratively on numeracy based 

activities whilst making new friends. 

They had an extremely fun and   

engaging morning! 

Work on the Castlebrae Skiff continues with the final finishing touches now being applied. It’s amazing to think 

our beautiful coastal rowing boat has been in the making since August 2016 and it really has 

been a labour of love! Every Friday morning since then has seen a whole range of students, 

staff, partners, visitors and guests become involved in the project, whether working on it 

each week as part of their personalised curriculum, or just ‘chipping in’ for a short while!  

Those involved have gained a huge range of skills that have crossed subject areas, enabling 

them to apply their knowledge and understanding to solve problems and team-build as well 

as developing practical skills.  We can’t wait until she sets sail! 

S1 students took part in a  STEM visit to 

the National Museum of Scotland in    

December to view the Parasites:Battle for Survival Exhibition. This free exhibition 

which is on until 19th April, ‘explores the challenges we face in fighting five of the 

most persistent parasites and discover the people who are fighting against them -

from scientists and researchers in the laboratory to the local communities and  

workers on the front line.’ The visit was particularly  

special as it was a preview of the show, while also ena-

bling there to be publicity photos taken for the exhibi-

tion involving our students!  See more by visiting the       

exhibition website https://www.nms.ac.uk/exhibitions-

events/exhibitions/national-museum-of-scotland/parasites/  

Deputy First Minister John Swinney visits Castlebrae and finds out how a Partnership with 

Drake Music Scotland is hitting all the right notes!  

John Swinney was full of praise for the young people 

at Castlebrae after a visit on Wednesday 22nd January.  

Mr Swinney’s visit was primarily an opportunity to see 

how a partnership with Drake Music, supported 

through the Scottish Government Attainment         

Challenge, had impacted so positively on those taking 

part. The visit also provided an opportunity to           

experience another partnership with Edinburgh College, 

as Hospitality Tutor Mandy Purdie and Castlebrae’s 

Health and Food Technology Curriculum Leader, Ms Fry,      

introduced Mr Swinney to the ‘Castle Kitchen’ team 

who were busy serving a Burns lunch to staff and     

partners.  The partnership with Drake Music Scotland has been so successful in raising the confidence and aspirations of 

the young people who have composed and performed their own 

music through the project, using the Figurenotes software to help 

them. It was with a great sense of pride that we were able to show 

Mr Swinney at first hand just how much benefit this engagement 

with music and the arts has had.  You can view a short Scottish 

Government Video about the visit on The Scottish Government 

Education Twitter Feed @ScotGovEdu.  The song ‘Just Be You’ by 

The Castle Kidz - which the students created, marketed and     

released as a charity single -  is available in the Apple Music Store. 

NEWS IN BRIEF... 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/exhibitions-events/exhibitions/national-museum-of-scotland/parasites/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/exhibitions-events/exhibitions/national-museum-of-scotland/parasites/


S2 Junior Leaders - Columba 1400 and Foxlake Adventures 
Our S2s this session will be our fourth group of students to go through their paces 
with our partners at Foxlake Adventures, undertaking the Junior Leader Award       

Programme towards Level 4 Steps To Work qualification. 
The programme builds on the experiences the S2 group have in Skye 
with Columba 1400’s values based leadership programme. The S2 
Year Group will be taking part in these residentials during February. 
Working with Foxlake, over a series of 8 Friday mornings, the  
Columban Values of 
Focus, Perseverance, 

Integrity, Creativity, Awareness and Service 
are developed through a variety of activities 
enhancing skills for learning, life and 

work.  Previous feedback from our young people has 
been incredible and the programme has been chosen as 
an example of innovative practice with Education       
Scotland.  https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-
exemplars/dyw49-junior-adventure-leader  

Castlebrae Curriculum Partnership News 
Edinburgh College  Castlebrae has an innovative and positive partnership with Edinburgh 

College, resulting in some excellent experiences for our young people.  We are fortunate 

to benefit from the skills of tutors and lecturers in Music Technology, Hospitality, Drama, 

Dance, Business Studies and Events Management.  These experiences provide our young people with a very real 

connection to the possibilities for future pathways and future learning once they have left school, as well as  

enhancing our curriculum to provide greater breadth and depth in learning. 

Edinburgh University Centre For Regenerative Medicine at The Bio Quarter 

Castlebrae has a fantastic partnership with Edinburgh University through their  

Centre for Regenerative Medicine at the Bio Quarter in Little France.  With such an amazing and     

expanding resource on our doorstep, the Bio Quarter is providing exciting opportunities for our young 

people to engage with STEM subjects as well as building an awareness of how Science skills are         

developed across the curriculum.  We are particularly looking forward to how this partnership can   

develop even further once the new Castlebrae is operational with the incredible Science facilities that 

are being installed.  One aspect of this partnership is the support our young people  receive from   

mentors based at the CRM.  A group of volunteers give 

their time to providing advice and guidance for our     

senior phase students in Science subjects, coming in to    

Castlebrae every other week and building relationships 

with our young people, who 

benefit immensely from gaining 

an insight into possible learning 

and career   pathways. 

Student Mentors from The Centre For Regenerative 

Medicine at The Bio-Quarter 
Castlebrae’s Super Science Lab for 2021 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/dyw49-junior-adventure-leader
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/dyw49-junior-adventure-leader


Community Help and Advice Initiative at Castlebrae 

This service currently operates within 14 schools in Edinburgh and helps families access 
free, confidential and impartial advice on housing, finances and welfare rights – offering 
the convenience of working from your school. Home visits can be arranged when         
appropriate. Every year, around £81 million worth of benefits are unclaimed in              
Edinburgh. CHAI aims to maximise  income, address any money problems and ultimately 
reduce the educational attainment gap between higher and lower income households. 

Kirsteen Wishart, Advice Worker, is available to make appointments for                           
families. Appointments can be arranged either through the school office or by contacting 
Kirsteen directly on 0131 442 1009. 

Castlebrae Academies 
The Academies at Castlebrae are an important part of the curriculum.  Football and Dance provide the main  

activities for our S1 to S3 Academies and all of the P7 pupils from our cluster school are part of our P7          

Academies as well. The aim of the Academies is to build on the passions and interests of young people through 

learning key skills within that context.  This means that there is additional time provided 

for the students to develop and enhance wellbeing through Football or Dance and in doing so 

there is a positive    impact on other areas of the curriculum. The P7 Academies provide pupils 

with a weekly afternoon experience of learning with subject specialists at Castlebrae. This   

supports transition and builds confidence in the pupils with regard to the move from primary 

to Secondary school. 

The Academies in P7 include Health and Food 

Technology (in partnership with Edinburgh   

College), Art, Science and Music, as well as 

Football (with support from coaches including 

Kids In The Street) and Dance. 

Personalisation and Choice with S1 & S2 Electives 
An exciting addition to Castlebrae’s curriculum this session have been the S1 and S2 Electives.  Every 

Thursday morning for a double period, S1 and S2 students have the chance to experience a variety of 

learning activities that aim to apply skills and knowledge in different contexts. Some of the activities 

run in 10 week blocks and others run for longer.  Feedback from both  

students and staff alike has been excellent, with fantastic activities such 

as Silversmithing, Hairdressing and taking part in the social enterprise 

’Food Truck’ being chosen by students. The Electives give opportunities 

for staff to work together collaboratively to 

develop skills across different subjects on the 

same project.  This means that the students 

are gaining an understanding of the relevance of inter-disciplinary learning.  

With the new Castlebrae building designed to facilitate this approach to 

learning and teaching through provision of some larger collaborative areas, 

the Electives are providing an ideal opportunity for our community to embed 

new and innovative ways of working into the curriculum. 



On 18 December we held our annual Christmas 
Concert. Around 50 students took part in a   
variety of performances - singing, playing     
instruments and dancing. There was an S1, S2 
and S3 rock group as well as the S3 Mandarin 
class singing in different languages and the 
Dance Academy performed two fantastic    
dances!  Two of our students introduced all the 
acts in a very professional manner and seniors 
were in charge of the lighting and sound, with 
Hospitality students serving refreshments. The 
art department worked their magic, making lots 
of decorations for the stage and hall. We are all 
so proud of the hard work of everyone involved 
over the weeks leading up to the concert and 
the performance on the night was spectacular. 
Well done everyone! 

Christmas Stars at the 2019 Concert! 

www.castlebrae.org.uk 

@CastlebraeCHS 
 

  Available in Android and Apple App Stores 
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Term Dates 2020 

February Break Mon 10 to Fri 14 Feb 

Spring Holiday Mon 6 to Mon 20 Apr 

SQA Exams  Mon  27 Apr to Thu 4 June 

Staff Training Mon 4 May 

Public Holiday Fri 8 May 

Public Holiday Mon 18 May 

Term Ends   Fri 26 June O
N

LI
N

E 

An amazing display to celebrate Scientist of the Month! 

Class Charts 
At Castlebrae we use Pivotal Education   

training to embed practice which encourages 

and develops positive relationships across the 

community. This clear and consistent approach for ensuring 

the best environment for learning is vital for improving      

outcomes for all and forms the basis of our ’Protecting The 

Learning’ Policy.  The success of this approach depends on 

engagement with our partners too and in particular with   

parents.  Parents are encouraged to support positive          

relationships across Castlebrae through the use of the Class 

Charts App.  Class Charts is an online system (approved under 

GDPR guidelines by The City of Edinburgh Council) which   

enables staff to record progress which can then be accessed 

via the students and parents via Mobile Apps.  This provides 

easy access to key information regarding achievement and 

attainment as well as providing a way to raise any concerns 

there may be to enhance parental engagement.  The system 

also provides a way for us to monitor achievement closely, 

recognising and celebrating success as well as ensuring there 

is intervention and support if needed.  If you’d like to find out 

more about Class Charts or require access details to enable 

you to use the App, please contact Mr Johnstone (DHT) at 

the school. 


