
Higher enquiry skills guide  

 

ES1: Questions that ask candidates to Evaluate the usefulness of a given source as 

evidence of . . . (8 marks)  

Candidates must evaluate the extent to which a source is useful by commenting on evidence 

such as the author, type of source, purpose, timing, content and omission.  

Up to the total mark allocation for this question of 8 marks:  

• a maximum of 4 marks can be given for evaluative comments relating to author, type of 

source, purpose and timing  

• a maximum of 2 marks may be given for evaluative comments relating to the content of 

the source  

• a maximum of 3 marks may be given for evaluative comments relating to points of 

significant omission  

Example (full model answer):  

Source A is quite useful as evidence of the impact of Scots on the Empire. Firstly, the author 

is a useful source as he was a journalist, so would have been well informed on the impact of 

Scots emigrants in Canada. Secondly, the source is useful for looking at the issue because it 

is from a newspaper and so would have attracted local interest in Scots emigrants in 

Canada. The purpose of the source is simply to provide a factual account of the impact of 

Scots on Canada and this makes it useful as it can be relied on to be balanced and fair 

account of the issue. The source was written in December 1911, meaning it is from a period 

when Scots were well established in Canada. This makes is useful for investigating the 

impact of Scots in Canada as they have been there for a significant time already.  

 

The content of the source is useful as it provides various examples of the impact of Scots on 

Canada, part of the British Empire. Firstly, it says that ‘the first event of the Aberdeen, Banff 

and Kincardineshite Association of Winnipeg came off with a great success in the 

Oddfellows’ Hall on a Thursday evening’, which is useful as it shows that Scottish settlers set 

up associations to maintain their culture and heritage. Secondly, it notes that the 

atmosphere of the ballroom was ‘distinctly, Scottish and had the feeling of a ceilidh night 

back in their homeland’. This is useful as it shows that Scots had retained aspects of their 

culture, such as dancing and music.  

 

However, the source could be more useful. For example, it fails to mention important points 

about the Scots impact on Canada, such as the fact that the Scottish Church took a lead role 

in the development of the Canadian education system, with a Scot, Bishop MacEarchearn,  

forming a college in 1831 that others would use as blueprint. Secondly, if fails to tell us that 



Scots contributed significantly to the Canadian-Pacific Railway, not only as labourers but in 

leading the engineering and design. Sanford Fleming, a Scot, was the main engineer, for 

example. Such omissions obviously make it less useful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ES2: Questions that ask candidates to interpret the viewpoints from the sources (including 

establishing the viewpoint of each source) (10 marks)  

Candidates must interpret the sources, point by point and then each one overall. 

Candidates are then expected to use examples from the sources to back up their points 

Candidates can use recall to develop points or to identify points of omission.  

Up to the total mark allocation for this question of 10.  

• Up to 6 marks for interpreting the viewpoints from the sources (including the overall 

viewpoint of each source) 

• Up to 6 marks can be awarded for recalled knowledge, whether you are developing a 

point or identifying what the source has left out.  

Example (for three marks, so not a full model answer):  

 

Source A points out that many Scots went to the central belt of Scotland in search of work 

as there were booming cotton mills, iron works, coal mines and shipyards. Many Scots in bot 

the Highlands and lowlands were attracted to these areas during the Industrial Revolution. 

It also points out that getting to Glasgow from the West Highlands was easy in the 1830s 

and 1840s due to the steamship having been developed. Lastly, it points out that 

Highlanders were often encouraged by family to move to the cities for a better life. Those 

who already lived in the cities would often send letter encouraging family members to join 

them. Overall, source A is clearly focused on highlighting that the central belt was close, 

easier to get to and was attractive, and this is why many migrated internally. 

Source B focused on slightly different reasons for internal migration. For example, Source B 

notes that when farm workers had lost their jobs they also lost their home, and this caused 

them to seek work elsewhere. Also, the source points out that there were limited 

opportunities in rural areas of Scotland in the 19th C and so Scots had to move to find jobs. 

Lastly, the source points out that the younger generation were growing tired of the 

drudgery and isolation of rural life and so moved away form the countryside as a result. 

Overall, then, source B is of the view that life in the countryside was increasingly 

unattractive to people and this caused them to leave.  

The sources do omit other reasons for internal migration, however. Firstly, there is no 

mention of the Highland Clearances which saw many Scots forced off their land to make 

way for sheep farming and led many to seek their fortunes in the cities of Scotland in search 

of work. Secondly, neither source makes any mention of the poor housing in the 

countryside. Some crofters lived in shared accommodation such as bothies and those in the 

North sometimes lived in simple blackhouses. These conditions caused many to leave. Also, 

with the agricultural revolution and the introduction of new farming techniques and 

technology, less workers were needed on farms and so those laid off had to seek work 

elsewhere. Lastly, farm work was hard, with long hours, low pay and poor conditions being 



the norm, and their social lives were limited.  Many workers simply wanted out and were 

attracted to the bright lights of the cities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ES3: Questions that ask How fully does a source explain/describe . . . (10 marks)  

Candidates must make a judgement about the extent to which the source provides a full 

description/explanation of a given event or development.  

Up to the total mark allocation for this question of 10 marks:  

• candidates should be given up to 4 marks for their identification of points from the source 

that support their judgement; each point from the source needs to be interpreted rather 

than simply copied from the source 

• candidates should be given up to 7 marks for their identification of points of significant 

omission, based on their own knowledge, that support their judgement  

• a maximum of 2 marks may be given for answers in which no judgement has been made. 

Make a judgement right at the start!!! 

Example (for six marks, so not a full model answer):  

Source B gives a fairly good explanation of the reasons why people left Scotland. The source 

mentions the potato famine in the Highlands in 1846 which led to large numbers of people 

leaving rather than starving. It mentions specifically how landlords evicted crofters to make 

way for sheep farming in order to make their land profitable. It also talks about the terrible 

living conditions which drove people to look for a better life abroad.  

However, the source does not mention all the reasons why people left Scotland. It fails to 

mention the decline of the kelp industry which forced many Scots to look for work 

elsewhere. The problems of the fishing industry led to hardships for many Scots. When the 

herring industry declined due to loss of markets after the war, people left Scotland. Others, 

such as handloom weavers from the Western Isles, left as they couldn’t compete with the 

new factories in the towns and cities of the Central Belt.  

And so on for a further 4 points…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ES4: Questions that ask you to Explain the reasons why an event or development 

occurred. . . (8 marks)  

Candidates must explain fully whey an event or development occurred, ensuring they 

provide examples where possible to support their answers.   

Up to the total mark allocation for this question of 8 marks: 

• candidates should be given 1 mark for each accurate relevant reason given.  

Example: 

 

Migration and Empire had a significant impact on Scotland, up to 1939, for various reasons. 

Firstly, in terms of migration, Scotland was positively impact by the various people who 

made Scotland their home. Italians, for example, contributed to the Scottish economy by 

setting up fish and chip shops, ice cream parlours and cafes, employing native Scots  and 

fellow migrants. Also, Irish migrants helped power the Industrial Revolution in Scotland by 

providing cheap, mobile labour for the coal mines, steel factories, railways and shipyards. 

Lithuanian migrants contributed significantly to the coal industry, notably in the West of 

Scotland, and also played a vital role in the establishment of trade unions in that industry. 

Jews typically set up small businesses in textile and tobacco, helping to grow the local 

economy of those areas they settled in. Protestant Scots impacted Scotland by setting up 

the Orange Order to represent and celebrate their religion, and this has become part of 

Scottish culture now. Clearly, migration had a positive impact on Scotland.  

 

In terms of Empire, the impact on Scotland is perhaps a little more nuanced. On the one 

hand, being part of the Empire helped the Scottish economy as the Clyde became the centre 

of the Empire’ shipbuilding industry and this obviously helped the Scottish economy. Also, 

jute mills in Dundee boomed as this material became the main way to pack good all across 

the Empire and Dundee benefitted economically from the demand . And so on for another 3 

points….. 

 


