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 Edinburgh-Background 

 

Edinburgh is a very old city. People have lived in the area we now 

know as Edinburgh for thousands of years, but the name ‘Edinburgh’ 

dates back to the 6th century AD. It wasn’t until around 500 years 

later, however, that Edinburgh began to really grow into the city we 

know today. One of the major things to happen around this time, in 

the 12h century AD, was the building of a small castle on a large piece 

of rock. This small castle would grow over the years to become 

Edinburgh Castle, one of the most well recognised castles in the 

world. 

 

The building of Edinburgh Castle by the important people of the time 

shows us that Edinburgh was thought of as an important city, even 

800 years ago. But why was Edinburgh an important city then and 

why did it become the capital city of Scotland? There were, after all, 

other large cities in Scotland that could easily have been capital 

instead. 

 

Check your understanding 

1. When does the name ‘Edinburgh’ date back to? 

2. When did Edinburgh begin to be grow into the city we know 

today? 

3. What does the building of a castle in Edinburgh show us? 

Extension (using your own knowledge) 

4. Why do you think people living in Edinburgh would’ve wanted 

to build a castle? What do castles give a city? 

 

1. Edinburgh: Scotland’s Capital City 

 

In the 12th and 13th century there were quite a few towns in Scotland 

that could have become capital. Stirling, Glasgow and St Andrews had 

all been around for some time and many important and wealthy 
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people lived in all three. In fact, before Edinburgh officially became 

the capital city, the Kings and Queens of Scotland thought of Stirling 

as the capital. Like Edinburgh, Stirling is very old and has a large 

castle. However, in 1492 the King of Scotland decided to make 

Edinburgh the capital. The two main reasons for this were down to 

money and trade, and the geography of Edinburgh 

 

Money and Trade: Trade means exchanging goods like food, clothes, 

furniture, and pretty much anything else you can think of, for money. 

For a country to grow and become rich, that country must be able to 

easily trade with as many other countries as possible. The main way 

that people traded good until the 19th century was using by 

transporting goods in ships from city to city. If you look at the maps 

below it is easy to see why Edinburgh was in a good position to trade 

with ships from other countries-it was right beside the sea! By the 15th 

century Edinburgh had a busy seaport called Leith. Leith was where all 

the Edinburgh merchants (businessmen) traded with other merchants. 

All this trade meant Edinburgh, and then over the years Scotland, rich. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check your understanding 

1. Which other three cities, as well as 

Edinburgh, could have been capital 

of Scotland? 

2. In what year did Edinburgh officially 

become capital city? 

 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

     

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 



 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edinburgh v Glasgow 

 

Nowadays Edinburgh’s Port of Leith is not as busy as it once was. In 

fact, since the beginning of the 19h century Edinburgh has been 

overtaken as the main Scottish trading point, and largest city, by 

Glasgow. Also, with no threat of invasion anymore, Scotland doesn’t 

need a castle in a good position to defend its capital. So, if the two 

reasons Edinburgh became capital no longer really matter, why hasn’t 

Glasgow become the capital city? 

 

Group discussion: Which city should now be the capital city of 

Scotland? 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this p icture.

 



 4 

Have a look at the information below. 

 

Location: 

 

Edinburgh and Glasgow are both towards the south of Scotland. 

Edinburgh is in the east and Glasgow the west. Both cities have access 

to the sea for trade. Both cities have lots of roads and large 

motorways that lead into them from England and the rest of Scotland. 

Neither city is in a better location than the other in terms of trade or 

travel.  

 

Size: 

 

Edinburgh is much smaller than Glasgow, both in terms of population 

and how much land each city covers. Edinburgh’s population is 

around 470,000 and Glasgow’s is over 1,200,000.  

 

History: 

 

Edinburgh has been the capital for over 500 years. Kings and Queens 

of Scotland and Great Britain have lived in Edinburgh and other 

monarchs from Europe have visited the city. Glasgow has existed for 

just as long as Edinburgh but Kings and Queens have never chosen to 

make it their home.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wealth: 

 

Glasgow makes more money for Scotland than Edinburgh and this 

has been the case for over a hundred years. However, all the main 

Scottish banks have their headquarters in Edinburgh.  
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Tourism: 

 

More people from abroad visit Edinburgh than Glasgow. This means 

people abroad generally recognise that Edinburgh is the main city in 

Scotland. Edinburgh’s tourism also brings lots of money into Scotland 

 

Politics 

 

Scotland’s Parliament has always been located in Edinburgh. Glasgow 

has never been the seat of Government for Scotland.  

 

Sport 

 

Scotland’s two biggest football teams are from Glasgow. Glasgow 

Celtic and Glasgow Rangers have been much more successful than 

either Hibs or Hearts.  Also, the national football stadium, Hampden 

Park, is in Glasgow. Scottish Cup Finals are always played in Glasgow. 

However, the national rugby stadium, Murrayfield, is in Edinburgh. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edinburgh v Glasgow Challenge: 

 

1. Draw up a list that shows the reasons: 

A) Glasgow should be the capital 

B) Edinburgh should be the capital 

 

2. Using this information create an illustrated poster showing 

which city YOU believe should be capital and why.  

 

Your poster must: 

-Use words and pictures to make your point  

-Use colour 

-Have at least four points to back up what you think 

 

 

3. If you are doing this as a group challenge then anybody could 

be chosen to present the poster. This means everyone in the 

group must work together on the poster and understand what it 

is saying.  
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2. Why does Edinburgh look the way it does? 

 

As we have seen Edinburgh was in a great position in Scotland to 

trade with other countries. However, if a city is to grow and keep its 

money safe, then it needs to be well defended. Edinburgh was 

perfectly laid out to ensure that it could be well defended. It had a 

large rock with steep crags on either side, which made the perfect 

spot for a castle to be built on. This ‘perfect spot’ for a castle was 

actually created millions of years. So, how was it created? 

 

A Crag and Tail formation 

 

A crag is a rocky hill or mountain, usually away from other high 

ground.  Crags are formed when a glacier or ice-sheet passes over an 

area that contains a very hard rock.  The Edinburgh Castle rock is a 

volcanic plug.  It is the remains of an old volcano that last erupted 

millions of years ago.  The magma has cooled to form a very hard 

rock, called granite 

The force of the glacier erodes the surrounding softer material, 

leaving the granite block sticking up from the surrounding land.  The 

crag acts as a shelter to the softer material in the wake of the glacier, 

which remains as a gradual fan or ridge.  It forms a sloping ramp 

(called the tail) on the protected side of the crag. Look at the diagram 

below to see how this would work. 

 

Definition – Crag and Tail: 

A hill with one very steep side and a gentle slope on the other side 

caused by ice flowing around it. 
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QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this p icture.

 
Check for understanding 

1. Explain what a crag is? 

2. What is Edinburgh Castle rock? 

3. Millions of years ago, what would Edinburgh Castle rock have 

looked like? 

4. Copy out the definition of a crag and tail 

Extension 

5. Explain, in your own words, why the Crag and Tail formation 

made such a good place for building a castle.  

6. Is there anywhere else in Edinburgh tat you think would be 

good to have a castle? Explain your answer and give reasons 

why you think this.  

 

 

Edinburgh’s Site and Situation in Scotland 

 

It isn’t only the Crag and Tail formation that made Edinburgh a good 

place to build a castle and start a town. Edinburgh is in a good site 

and situation for people to live. Copy out the following definitions of 

site and situation 

 

Site: The physical location of a place. Factors such as water supply, 

building materials, quality of soil, climate, shelter and defence were all 

considered when towns were first established. 
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Situation: The location of a place based upon its relation to other 

places. 

 

So, when we think about why Edinburgh became a large, successful 

town and then city, we have to think about the location of Edinburgh 

(the site) and how it relates to other places (the situation). For 

example, Edinburgh is on the banks of the Forth of Firth so people 

had access to the sea. Why is access to the sea important? 

Edinburgh also has a river running through the south and west of the 

city-the Water of Leith. Why was access to a river important?  Also, 

Edinburgh would be easier to defend because its castle is high on top 

of a crag and is hard to defend.  Why was defence important? 

Edinburgh, like the rest of Scotland, has a fairly temperate climate. 

This means it never gets far too hot or far too cold. It also rains quite 

a lot in Edinburgh. Why would Edinburgh’s weather have 

convinced people this would be a good place to set up a town? 

 

 

Homework/class work Challenge 

  

Read the paragraph above very carefully. Look at the questions in the 

paragraph that are highlighted in bold. Your challenge is to either: 

 

1. Write a full paragraph that answers all the questions in bold 

and clearly states why people may have settled in Edinburgh 

thousands of years ago. 

 

OR 

 

2. Create a poster which answers all the questions in bold and 

clearly states why people may have settled in Edinburgh 

thousands of years ago. 
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If you are doing this as part of a homework challenge, use the 

internet and/or a helpful adult to assist you in working out the 

answers and completing the challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mapping old Edinburgh 

 

Now that we’ve looked at why Edinburgh became the capital city of 

Scotland, it’s time to think about how it has changed over the years. 

Edinburgh is an old city and really grew from a couple of streets at 
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first. These streets led down from the castle rock all the way to the 

bottom of what we now know as the Royal Mile. This is the ‘crag and 

tail’ feature we looked at earlier in the course. Have a look at the 

drawing of Edinburgh in the 13th century. We can see the beginnings 

of the Royal Mile developing down the ‘tail’. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right at the top of the 

Royal Mile is the Castle. A 

long street of around one 

mile, it then leads all the 

way down to  Palace of 

Holyrood at the bottom. 

The Palace of Holyrood is 

where the Royal Family, the 

Kings and Queens, of 

Scotland used to live. 

Because this street is 

roughly one mile long and 

leads from the Castle to the 

where the Kings and 

Queens of Scotland used to 

live, it is called the Royal 

Mile. The Royal Mile is one 

of Edinburgh’s oldest 

streets. As Edinburgh grew, 

and more people came to 

live there, more streets with 

more buildings were built. 

Edinburgh grew and spread 

in all directions as the 

drawing on the left, of 

Edinburgh in the 19th 

century, shows. 

 

 

 

Edinburgh 13th Century 

Edinburgh 19th Century 
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3. The Old Town: Background 

 

The Old Town of Edinburgh is the area of streets and buildings that 

developed in and around the Royal Mile.  

 

The Royal Mile is actually divided into a sequence of four different 

streets, stretching from the Castle at the top to Palace of Holyrood at 

the bottom: 

 

1) Castle Hill 

2) The Lawnmarket 

3) High Street 

4) Canongate 

 

The Royal Mile started with the Castle, which was on a hill above the 

rest of the streets. It then led down into the Lawnmarket, which was 

where linen used to be sold. The linen traders used to roll out their 

linen for people to see and it the street was said to look like a garden 

lawn made of different colours and shades. The High Street is the 

main street of the Royal Mile and where most of the shops is and 

were. It was called the High Street because it was the main street of 

Edinburgh where people would go to meet each other. The 

Canongate is further down and leads to the Palace of Holyrood. The 

area of the Canongate actually used to be a separate burgh or town, 

before it became part of Edinburgh in 1856. In the 11h century monks 

of the Catholic Church were called canons. The King of Scotland at 

the time wanted his monks, or canons, to live close to him so he 

allowed them to settle in the area closest to the Palace of Holyrood. 

Checking your understanding-group work and class discussion 

1.Why do we call Edinburgh’s main street the Royal Mile? 

2. Why do you think the first street in Edinburgh was built so near to 

the Castle? Why do you think it had to lead to the King’s house? 

3. What similarities and differences can you spot between the two 

pictures above? Note them down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

The ‘gate’ part of Canonsgate means ‘street’ in old Scots, so 

Canonsgate simply means ‘Monks’ street’.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Town: Where people lived 

 

You might expect the Old Town area to have been full of rich people 

because it was so close to the castle. In fact the Old Town was full of a 

mixture of Edinburgh’s people, rich and poor. Back in the 17th and 

18th century, in fact, the Old Town was so crowded that extremely tall 

sets of flats called tenements were built. These tenements were built 

very tall and narrow, usually with eight or nine storeys (floors).  The 

tallest ever was fourteen storeys high! This was because there was 

little space to build as there were steep hills on either side of the 

Royal Mile. The crag and tail, basically, meant tall buildings were the 

only option available. Many people wanted to live in Edinburgh, so 

many tenements became overcrowded, smelly and dirty. Still, that 

didn’t stop the rich living there! 
 

 

 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

 

Check for Understanding-

Challenge  

1) Explain why each street 

of the Royal Mile is so 

called.  

2) Sketch out the picture 

of the Royal Mile (right) 

and then add in drawings, 

words and pictures to 

show the different 

sections. Use colour and 

imagination. 
Key 

A-B: Castle Hill 

B-C: Lawnmarket 

C-D: High Street 

D-E: Canongate 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

These tenements were divided up into 

different sections. Each building was 

called a ‘land’ and would have a 

courtyard or lawn at the back. Each 

land was divided up into houses, with 

each storey usually being a house.  

 

The rich members of Edinburgh would 

live in the first and middle storeys. 

The Royal Mile 
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Life in a Box lesson(s)? 

 

 

4. The New Town 

 

The New Town in Edinburgh means the area from Princess Street all 

the way down to bottom of Stockbridge. It is called the New Town 

because it is newer than the Old Town in Edinburgh! 

 

The New Town was designed in 1766 by a 26 year old man called 

James Craig. Craig wanted to create an area in the centre of 

Edinburgh that was modern. First he had to think about clearing the 

Above is an Old Town Edinburgh 

tenement, built in the 1600s.  

At one point in the 17th century 

Edinburgh had the tallest 

occupied buildings in the world! 

 

Check for understanding 

1. What were the tall buildings that were built in Edinburgh called? 

2. How high were they usually built?  

3. How high was the tallest ever built? 

4. What was a ‘land’? 

5. Describe where the rich and the poor would live.  

6. Explain why you think they lived in these different parts of the 

land.  

Extension: Draw a quick diagram of a tenement showing where the 

rich and poor lived. Colour it in if you have time. 
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area he wanted to build on. One of the main obstacles was the Nor 

Loch. 

 

The Nor Loch 

 

The Nor Loch was a large piece of water which lay behind Edinburgh 

Castle. Have a look at the picture below. This shows how the Nor Loch 

looked in 1750. The Nor Loch had been used for many interesting 

things over the years, such as the dunking of suspected witches! 

Craig’s idea was to replace the Nor Loch with nice gardens that the 

people who lived in the New Town could use. Craig got his way and 

the Nor Loch was actually drained in 1759. It became Princess Street 

Gardens, which people still used today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mapping out the New Town 

 

 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Check for Understanding 

 

1.Why is the New Town 

called the New Town? 

2.When was it designed 

and who by? 

3.Where was the Nor 

Loch? 

4.What was it once used 

for? 

5.What happened to the 

Nor Loch? 

 

 

Extension: 

6. What kind of things is 

Princess Street Gardens 

used for today? 

7. Do you think Craig 

would’ve been happy with 

the way they look now? 

Explain your answer.  
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Once Craig had his builders drain the Nor Loch he set about working 

out how people would get to the New Town. He decided to build a 

bridge that people could go across. This bridge was in the northern 

part of the Old Town and we now know it as the North Bridge (part of 

the Bridges). Craig then set about designing the streets and houses 

that people would live in. He also worked out how big the New Town 

would be. The picture below shows us how big it is. Here are Princess 

Street Gardens. Here is the North Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Town: Where people lived 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Once James Craig had decided 

how big the New Town should be 

he had to go about designing the 

buildings. He wanted to make all 

the buildings the same. This was 

so that the New Town would look 

neat and tidy. All the buildings 

Check for understanding 

 

1.What did James Craig build to 

make sure people could get from 

the Old Town to the New Town? 

2.Why did Craig want all 

buildings to look the same? 
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Naming the New Streets 

 

Think of a street in the New Town of Edinburgh. Was it Princess Street 

or George Street, or maybe even Thistle Street? Why do they have 

these particular names? 

 

Group challenge: Using the internet find out and write down in your 

jotters who or what the following New Town streets and squares were 

named after. Also, try to think or find out what shops or famous 

buildings are on these streets.  

 

1. Princess Street 

2. George Street 

3. Queen Street 

4. Thistle Street 

5. Rose Street 

6. St Andrews Square 

7. Castle Street 

8. Frederick Street 

9. Hanover Street 

 

 

Individual/group poster challenge: Using all the knowledge you have 

written down in your jotters, use it to create a poster which shows 

and explains the reasons why James Craig gave these Edinburgh 

streets their names. Use words and pictures and lots of colour.  

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Summary of Edinburgh topic 

 

Sub-topics covered 

 

1. Edinburgh: Scotland’s Capital City 

2. Why does Edinburgh look the way it does? 

3. The Old Town 

4. The New Town 

 

Each group will take one of these topics each and create a 

presentation on it. They will be expected to: 

 

1. Have a poster on the sub-topic that explains what you’ve 

learned 

2. Have a banner on their sub-topic that they can hang or hold 

during the presentation 

3. Present it to the class using words, pictures, powerpoint 

4. Ensure every member of the group contributes to the 

presentation 

 

Once all presentations are completed, pupils will create a large mind 

map across two A4 pages that sums up the unit so far. The posters 

will provide information for each group to take notes from.  

Once the mind map has been done, pupils will be ready to complete 

the last challenge.  

 

5. Comparing Edinburgh in the 1800s and what it is like 

nowadays 

 

 

As we have seen, Edinburgh has changed a lot over the years. James 

Craigs plans changed the face of Edinburgh, and the Od Town is no 
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longer the overcrowded, dirty area it once was. There are many ways 

that Edinburgh has changed in the last 200 years.  

 

Edinburgh’s population and the area it covers 

 

1800s:  

 

Edinburgh’s population in 1821 was 138,000. As Edinburgh became 

larger and more wealthy, so more and more houses were built in and 

around Edinburgh. This meant that Edinburgh began to grow. 

However, most people still saw Edinburgh as really just the Old and 

New Towns. As richer people no longer wanted to live in the crowded 

Old Town, many decided to move to the New Town and even further 

a field. Many of them began to build large houses in places like the 

Grange and Morningside. Places like Gilmerton, Gracemount, the 

Grange and the Inch only contained a handful of houses at this time 

and were only beginning to grow. At this time they weren’t even 

considered areas of Edinburgh. Have a look at this map.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check for Understanding (from the previous two paragraphs) 

1. What was Edinburgh’s population in 1821? 

2. What is it nowadays? 

3. How many square miles did Edinburgh cover in 1821? 

4. How many square miles does it cover now? 

5. Which places in Edinburgh were very small with few houses in 

the 1800s? 

Extension 

6. Using the map on the previous page, can you think of any 

areas in Edinburgh that didn’t exist in the 1800s? 

7. What other major changes of you think have occurred in 

Edinburgh in the last 200 years? What things have been built? 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Now: 

As the map shows, Edinburgh has 

grown a great deal since the 

1800s. In 1821 Edinburgh covered 

an area of around 3 square miles. 

The city was made up of the Old 

and New Town, and Leith docks. 

Since the 1800s, Edinburgh has 

grown to be a fairly large city that 

covers 30 square miles. Its 

population is around 471,000 and 

is growing each year.  
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Pollution…. 

 

1800s: 

 

In the 1800s, Edinburgh was a very polluted city. It was so smelly it 

was known as ‘Auld Reekie’ (Old Smelly)! There was so much smog 

(thick, dark smoke from factories and chimneys) that it was 

sometimes hard to see more than a couple of feet in front of your 

face. Back in the 1800s, lots of people in Edinburgh threw their 

rubbish into the streets. This meant that Edinburgh, especially the Old 

Town, could be quite dirty.  

 

 

Now:  

 

In terms of pollution, Edinburgh is in much better shape now than 

200 years ago! The air is much cleaner and in many places in 

Edinburgh it is against the law to have a fire that produces heavy 

smoke. Edinburgh City Council has also put a lot of money into 

recycling so that every family in the city has some kind of access to 

recycling some of their rubbish. Lastly, nowadays there are street 

cleaners and rubbish collection services, meaning the streets are 

much cleaner. Back in the 1800s they had none of these things.  

 

 

Check for understanding 
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1. Note down two reasons why Edinburgh was so polluted in the 

1800s. 

2. Note down three reasons WHY Edinburgh is much less polluted 

now? 

3. Create a poster that shows how Edinburgh is much more eco-

friendly and ‘green’ now than it was 200 years ago. 

Transport… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

1800s: In the 1800s there were no cars 

or buses. There weren’t even any 

bicycles! People made their way around 

the city in two main ways. The first, and 

cheapest way, was to walk. The other 

way was by horse and cart. Later on, 

horses pulled buses! 

 

Horses were very important back in the 

1800s because they pulled the carts 

that carried all the important items, 

such as food, around the city. Every 

street in Edinburgh used to have 

cobbles on it so that the horses 

wouldn’t slip and slide when they were 

pulling carts around the city. Even 

today, you can tell which of the roads 

in Edinburgh were made before cars 

were invented, because they are made 

of cobbles.  
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Now: Nowadays, Edinburgh is full of cars 

and buses. Edinburgh city centre can 

become very busy and because of this, 

pollution from cars and buses remains a bit 

of a problem. However, Edinburgh City 

Council is trying to deal with this in various 

ways.  

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Check for Understanding (from previous page) 

1. In what two ways did people make their way around the city in 

the 1800s? 

2. Why were horses so important in the 1800s? 

3. Why are so many streets in Edinburgh made of cobbles? 

4. In what two ways is Edinburgh City Council trying make the city 

cleaner and less polluted? 

Extension 

5. Do you think transport was better back in the 1800s? Explain 

your answer. 

6. When did Edinburgh stop having trams? Can you think why this 

might have been? Remember that there were less buses and 

cars in the 1960s and people wanted to own their own cars too.  

 

 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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6.Living in Edinburgh now 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Edinburgh is still a busy and 

interesting place to live, with lots of 

exciting things happening and things 

to do. Hopefully this unit of work has 

made you more aware of the city you 

live in. We have seen why it is capital 

city of Scotland and why it looks the 

way it is. We have also seen what the 

Old Town was like and why the New 

Town was built. But what do YOU 

think about YOUR home town?  Do 
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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What your ‘Rough Guide’ should say and 

what it should look like: 

 

These tourists will want to know: 

 

1. What Edinburgh was like in the past and how it has changed. 

2. Why Edinburgh city centre looks the way it does. 

3. Why Edinburgh is the Capital City of Scotland. 

4. What fun things there are to do in Edinburgh. 

 

Tourists also expect ‘Rough Guide’ travel books to be: 

 

1. Well written in full sentences. 

2. Neat and easy to read. 

3. Accurate and interesting 

4. Colourful 

 

So, follow these instructions, do your best, and good luck!! 

 

 

 

 
 

The Rough Guide to Edinburgh 

This travel booklet will be completed 

individually/ in pairs/ in groups, depending on 

what your teacher decides. The idea is to 

produce a small A5 booklet designed for 

tourists visiting Edinburgh.  
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Unc ompres sed) dec ompres sor

are needed to see this picture.
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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Edinburgh 

 

S1 Social Subjects 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 


