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Introduction-Copy this into your jotters 

 

Scotland is known throughout the world as having a 

beautiful landscape, an exciting history and as 

being an interesting place to live. In this unit of 

work we will learn about how Scotland became the 

country we know and live in today. 

 

1. The Highlands and crofters 

 

Most people in Scotland now live in cities like 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee or Aberdeen (to name but 

four!). However, this has only happened over the 

last 150 years. Before that, most people in 

Scotland lived in the countryside, with many living 

in the Highlands of Scotland. These people worked 

on the land and were called crofters.  

 

Crofters would usually rent a piece of land from a 

landlord. This piece of land was called a croft, 

which is why these people were called crofters.  On 

their croft, crofters would plant vegetables, keep 

animals and also have a small, often quite dark and 

very basic house. Crofters would be expected to 

produce food themselves (using their vegetables and 

animals) that would not only keep them fed, but 

could also be sold or traded at market. Without 

trading or selling what they had produced, Crofters 

wouldn’t have been able to pay their landlords for 

renting the land. Sometimes it was hard for 

crofters to produce enough food for them to eat and 

to sell. This often made life hard. 
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Group discussion: 

From these pictures 

of crofters, what can 

you work out about 

their lives? 

Check for 

understanding-use the 

two paragraphs above 

to help: 

1.Where did most 

people in Scotland 

live until 150 years 

ago? 

2. Why were these 

people called 

crofters? 

3. What would 

crofters use their 

crofts for? 

4. Why was life often 

hard for crofters? 

Extension 

5. Draw a picture of 

a crofter outside his 

house-use the photos 

to help. 

 

[
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Living and working as a crofter 

 

 

As we have seen, crofters had to work hard to 

produce enough food to survive. This meant they had 

to be very good at looking after their family, 

themselves and their crofts. 

 

Blackhouses and animals. 

 

The croft would feature the traditional Highland 

house, called a black house. Black houses were so 

called because they only had small holes in their 

roofs, meaning the black smoke and soot from fires 

took a long time to escape. They were, therefore, 

black houses. Women crofters would cook over the 

fires in the black houses, as well as heat water 

for the family to wash with. The fire would also 

provide heat for the normally cold black house. 

 

Each croft would usually have a cow or two, 

chickens, and a few sheep. These animals, until the 

early 20th century (1900 onwards) would usually 

sleep in the black house with the family! After 

all, the crofters relied on the health and 

wellbeing of animals, so they wanted to make sure 

the animals were always warm, and well looked 

after. This did mean that black houses could be 

quite dirty and smelly though!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check for 

understanding: 

1. What is the name 

given to a traditional 

Highland house? 

2. Explain why they are 

they called this? 

3. Where would 

crofters’ animals 

sleep? 

4. Why would they sleep 

here? 
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Crops, cattle and ceilidhs 

 

 

Crofters grew crops such as oats and potatoes on 

their land. They would have to work hard to get 

their crops to grow: they would plant the seeds by 

hand; turn over the soil often with heavy tools to 

help the vegetables grow; water the vegetables if 

it hadn’t rained; and then they would have to 

harvest (take in) the grown vegetables by hand. It 

was tiring, exhausting work. Crofters would also 

use seaweed and cow dung as manure. Manure gives 

Have a look at the 

pictures above and 

to the left.  

Group discussion: 

What can we learn 

about black houses 

from these pictures? 

What were they made 

of? What was the 

inside of a black 

house like?  

Challenge: Create a 

poster advertising a 

black house. 
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minerals to the soil to help vegetables to grow 

better. Working these pieces of land would 

therefore not only be extremely tiring, but would 

be smelly, dirty work too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crofters’ lives 

would also be tiring as 

not only did they have 

to grow crops but they 

would also have to rear 

their cattle (cows) and 

sheep, on which their 

families’ depended. 

Check for understanding: 

1. What did crofters 

grow on their land? 

2. Describe why was it 

so tiring for crofters 

to get their crops to 

grow? 

3. What does manure do? 

4. Why would working on 

crofts be smelly work? 

Extension 

Look at the pictures on 

the right-what would 

animals give Crofters?  

List and explain your 

answers in detail. 

 

 



 

 

6 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scots leaving Scotland  

 

Many Scottish people began to move away from the 

Highlands and their crofts in the late 1700s. Some 

left because they wanted a better life abroad but 

many left because they had to. These people had 

been forced out of their homes and off their land 

and most of them lived in the Highlands.  This 

period is known as the Highland Clearances.  

 

2. The Highland Clearances 

 

In the Highlands of Scotland, crofters lived on 

land that they did not own. Crofters had to pay 

rent for their croft to a landlord. These landlords 

were usually men who had lived in the area for a 

long time and had a close relationship with the 

crofters. However, in the late 1700s things began 

to change.  

 

In the 1700s new farming techniques were invented. 

This made it cheaper and easier to raise animals, 

such as sheep.  The crofts that existed in the 

Highlands did not have many animals, and if they 

did, the animals were not sold for meat. Landlords 

looked at the crofts, and saw that they were 

usually large and not being used very well. Many 

Although life was undoubtedly hard for 

crofters, they were devoted to their 

land. To them their land was full with 

stories and songs from their families’ 

history and legend. Even nowadays the 

13,000 or so crofters still working in 

Scotland continue to celebrate their 

history with songs, stories and dances. 

In fact, all over the Scotland, and the 

world, people have ceilidhs to 

celebrate their Scottish history.  

Group discussion: Why is celebrating 

our history so important? Why do songs 

and dances help us do this?  Could you 

make up a song or dance to celebrate 

your life? 
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landlords knew that they would be able to make more 

money if they sold their land to businessmen who 

wanted to use it for raising animals. These 

businessmen bought the land the crofters lived on 

and decided to use the land to raise sheep on. The 

problem was that the crofters lived on this land. 

 

Many of these new landlords were faced with a 

choice. On the one hand, they could keep the 

crofters on the land and make little money. Or, 

they could get rid of the crofters, put sheep on 

the land, and make lots of money.  

 

 

As it happened, many landlords, more concerned with 

making money than leaving people in their homes,  

decided to clear crofters off their land and 

replace them with sheep. Breeding sheep for wool 

and meat would make landlords much more money than 

renting out the land for crofters to live on. After 

all, a large piece of land might be rented out to a 

family of six crofters, but it could be used to 

keep one hundred sheep on.  The land was also very 

good for raising sheep, and not as good for 

planting crops. The Highlands are hilly and the 

grass grows back quickly because of the rain. 

However, growing crops requires flat pieces of land 

with good soil, sun and rain too. So, from the late 

1700s onwards, Highlanders were cleared off their 

land to make way for sheep. This was the beginning 

of the Highland Clearances in Scotland.  

 

 

 

Group discussion-What would you have done if 

you were a landlord? Why would you have done 

this? 
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Check for Understanding (from the previous page) 

 

1. Who owned the land that crofters lived on? 
2. What changed in the late 1700s that affected 

crofters? 

3. What did the new landlords decide to do with 
crofters? 

4. Why could sheep make more money for crofters 
than renting land? 

5. Why was the Highland land well suited to 

raising sheep and not so good for growing 

crops? 

6. Explain in a sentence or two what the Highland 
Clearances were.  

Extension 

7. Do you think it was fair for the new landlords 
to force people of their land? Explain your 

answer 

 

Get off my land! 

Sheep will make me 

more money than 

you lot! 
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8. Pretend you are a crofter and have been told 
sheep are more valuable than you. Write a 

letter to your landlord explaining why you 

should be allowed to keep your and your home. 

 

 

What next for the Highlanders? 

 

It is thought that, between 1780 and 1900, around 

250,000 Highlanders were forced from their homes in 

the Clearances. Many were violently forced out. We 

now know, from the writings of those who were 

forced out as well as newspaper reports and 

accounts of those who witnessed the Clearances, 

that landlords were often brutal in their methods.  

 

Many accounts mention crofts and black houses being 

burned to the ground. Landowners burned crofters’ 

houses to force them out and to give them no way to 

make money. The phrase ‘You’re fired’ comes from 

this time, as landowners set fire to Crofters 

houses, telling them that they were out of a job 

and home.  

 

As well being ‘fired’, many crofters were killed 

trying to protect their houses from fires or from 

people hired to destroy them. Other crofters died 

or were badly injured escaping from fires that had 

been lit when they were inside their houses. 

Eyewitness accounts from the time also tell us that 

crofters starved and froze to death when they were 

cleared from their homes.  
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Other accounts, on the other hand, tell us that 

some landlords found new places for crofting 

families to live and work, and that some of them 

even paid for families to travel abroad to look for 

work. Overall, one thing is clear though: the 

Highland Clearances were a horrible time for those 

living in the Highlands of Scotland. Even today, 

the effects of the Clearances are felt, not just in 

Scotland, but overseas too.  

 

Check for understanding 

1. Approximately how many Highlanders were cleared 
from their land between 1780 and 1900? 

2. How did landlords force many Highlanders from 
their homes?  

3. Provide three examples of ways that crofters 

were affected by the Clearances. 

4. Not every landlord treated his people 

viciously. What did some landlords do to help 

the people they had cleared from their homes? 

Extension 

5. Why do you think some landlords were vicious 
and brutal and some were nicer? If you have 

been a landlord would you have cleared your 

people out of their homes to make more money 

breeding sheep? Explain your answers in a full 

paragraph.  
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Internet lesson: 

 

If you have access to a computer, go to the 

following website.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/as/clearanc

es/meet_clan.shtml 

 

1. Begin your journey in 1800 and find out about 
where crofters live.  

2. Go back to the ‘Time travel’ section, and find 
out what happened in 1814. 

3. Lastly, go to 1821 and find out where the clan 
ended up throughout the world.  

 

 

 

Using all this information, create a poster/comic 

strip showing what happened to the clan over the 

space of 21 years (1800-1821) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/as/clearances/meet_clan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/as/clearances/meet_clan.shtml
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Effects of the Clearances.  

 

Many crofters who had been cleared off the land 

went to work in the growing Scottish cities. Many 

more left the country altogether. First we are 

going to look at those that went to the cities in 

search of work and a better way of life. 

 

Highlanders moving to the cities 

 

Having been cleared off their land, Highlanders no 

longer had their crofts from which they could grow 

food and sell it. In short, Highlanders had no way 

to make money. Many decided that they would have to 

go to the cities of Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee or 

Aberdeen in search of employment. By 1851, 84,500 

native born Highlanders were living in the rest of 

Scotland. Unfortunately, crofters had worked on the 

land all their lives and had no experience of 

working in the factories that existed in the 

cities. Also, crofters were used to small, close 

communities were they knew everyone: the city was 

very different to this.  
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When Highlanders reached the city they were faced 

with a life that was completely new and totally 

different to what they were used. Many families 

failed to find work and had to sell their possessions 

so that they could rent a small room in a horrible 

tenement building. Unfortunately, many ‘lowlanders’ 

(those living in the cities in the south of Scotland) 

didn’t like the Highlanders and didn’t want to give 

them jobs. Some Highlanders were luckier and managed 

to find work in the many factories that existed.  The 

other thing to remember is that most Highlanders 

spoke Gaelic and not English so found it difficult 

when they moved to areas where people only spoke 

English. Overall, life was very, very hard for these 

Highlanders when they moved to the cities. The only 

good thing from their point of view may have been the 

fact that they no longer relied on their landlord, 

like they had done in the Highlands, for a house and 

a job.  

 

Check for understanding-challenge 

 

You are a Highlander living in Glasgow. Life is 

tough. Write a letter to your friend who is about to 

thrown off his croft. Tell him what life is like in 

Glasgow and whether you think he should join you or 

not. Begin like this ‘Dear ………,  

I have been living in Glasgow for three months and 

life is tough. It is tough because…. 
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Moving abroad 

 

 

3. Highlanders moving abroad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over hundreds of years Britain had discovered many 

countries. Britain had taken control over many 

other countries using force. A country that is 

under the control of a more powerful country is 

called a colony. Britain had many colonies and all 

these colonies formed the Britain’s Empire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those men and women who left Scotland wanted a 

better standard of living than the black houses and 

crofts they had grown up around could provide them. 

More still moved because they thought they could 

make their fortune abroad.  

 

Moving abroad was made easier because Scotland was, 

and is, part of the British Empire. This meant 

crofters could move places where they might be 

given help by the British Government.  However, 

many crofters only spoke Gaelic so they had to 

learn to speak English when they arrived in their 

new country. 

 

Check for understanding 

 

Create a full A4 page poster showing the reasons 

why Highlanders wanted to move abroad. 

Your poster should be: 

1. Colourful and have accurate information on 
it.  

2. Explain what a colony is 
3. Explain what crofters might find difficult 

when they arrived in their new country.  
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The British Empire and Highlanders Leaving Scotland 

 

 

By the 19th century (the 1800s) the British Empire 

was huge. This was good for the many Scots who 

wanted to go abroad because many British colonies’ 

language was English, which some Scots spoke. Those 

who spoke Gaelic, the Scottish national language, 

had to learn English when they reached the colonies 

abroad. Look at the map below. All the countries 

shaded in were British colonies by the 1920s. 

Together, they all formed the British Empire. 

 

Of all these countries shaded in on the map above, 

most Scots left to start new lives in Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Others 

went to the United States of America which, before 

1783, had also been a British colony and where 

people spoke English. 

 

Check for understanding 

1. What is a colony? 
2. What language did many British colonies speak? 
3. Why was this useful for many Scots but not all? 
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4. Using the map above and the information 

provided, list the names of five British 

colonies that were part of Britain’s Empire. 

 

Extension 

If you had been leaving Scotland in the 1850s what 

British colony would you have wanted to go to and 

why? Why do you think it may have been hard for 

many Scots to leave Scotland to go abroad.  

 

Scots abroad 

 

Scottish people boarded ships that would take them 

to places they knew little about. When they arrived 

in these foreign countries many Scots would have 

found the climate very different from what they 

were used to. In Australia, for example, it would 

have been much warmer and sunnier than in Scotland. 

In many places in Canada it would have been even 

colder with more wind and snow than many Scots were 

used to. Despite these changes, there were many 

opportunities to make money and be successful in 

these countries. This was because the countries 

they went to were young countries with small 

populations. These young countries needed people to 

work hard and be inventive and Scots were well 

known for both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An easy way to work out the impact Scots had on 

the modern world is to look at the place names in 

the new countries that Scots went to and settled 

in. If you think of a town or city name in 

Scotland, there is a good chance that you will 

find a town or city abroad named after it. For 

example, Perth, Australia, was named after the 

city Perth in Scotland. This was because the man 

in charge of looking after British colonies when 

Australia was being set up as a colony had been 

born in Scotland. 
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Other places around the world have been named after 

the Scots who discovered them or after places that 

Scottish explorers liked. These include Livingston, 

Zambia; Macquarie Harbour, Tasmania; Nova Scotia, 

Canada; New Caledonia in the South Pacific; the 

Murray River in Australia; South Shetland and South 

Orkney Islands in the South Atlantic;  

 

 

Using Latitude and Longitude 

 

If we look at an atlas and find some of the places 

named after or by Scots it is clear that Scottish 

people travelled far and wide across the world. 

When many Scots were going abroad they would have 

been given very simple maps showing them where they 

were going. Some of these maps, however, would have 

had longitude and latitude on them. Longitude and 

latitude are simple ways to work out where places 

are. 

 

Challenge: 

 

Using the atlas provided, try to find as many of 

the following places as possible.  

 

1) Livingston, Zambia 
2) Macquarie Harbour, Tasmania 
3) Nova Scotia, Canada 
4) New Caledonia in the South Pacific  
5) The Murray River in Australia  
6) South Shetland and South Orkney Islands in the 

South Atlantic 

 

Once you have found them, try to work out the 

longitude and latitude of these places.  

 

Homework/ICT challenge 
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Use the internet to find out a little bit of 

information about each of the places above. Once 

you have done this, create an A4 poster entitled 

‘Scottish Place Names Abroad’. Your poster should 

have: 

 

1. Information on each place name 
2. A picture about, or explaining, each place 

name. 

3. Colour 
4. Correct spelling.  

 

 

 

Famous Scottish Inventors and Scientists 

 

You will be carrying out a project in Social Subjects and 

Science on famous Scottish inventors.  Your teacher will 

tell you more about this…. 

 

4. Skye, Tiree and Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

working out link between time and  

Skye, Tiree and Lewis are three islands in 

Scotland. They are all part of a group of islands 

known as the Hebrides.  The Inner Hebrides are 

closest to the Scottish mainland. The Outer 

Hebrides are further away from the Scottish 

mainland.  Look at both the maps to the side. The 

one at the top shows a little of the Scottish 

mainland as well as the islands in the Hebrides. 

The map underneath shows the Hebrides on their 

own. Use these to answer the questions below.   

 

 

Check for Understanding 

1. Note down the name of each island and say 

whether it is in the Inner or Outer Hebrides 

2. Look at the map. Which island is closest to 
the Scottish mainland?  

3. Which island is furthest away? 
4. Which island do you think is the largest? 
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Skye 

 

Skye is a beautiful, interesting and historic 

island. It is no surprise it was recently voted the 

4th Best Island in the World by the National 

Geographic magazine. In this section we will look 

at the history and geography of Skye, and what it 

is like to live in nowadays. 

 

Skye’s History 

 

People have lived on Skye for over 20,000 years. In 

this time it has been ruled by Vikings and various 

Scottish clans, such as the Donalds and MacLeods.  

Because of this, the history of Skye is rich and 

interesting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check for Understanding 

1. How long have people lived on Skye? 
2. What is special about Dunvegan Castle? 

 

Skye’s Geography-Population 

 

Skye was badly affected by the Highland Clearances.  

Its population was as high as 23,000 in 1841 but 

Many people visit Skye these days because of the 

many castles that have were built there to 

houses its rulers. Dunvegan Castle, which is one 

of the oldest in Scotland, dates from the 1300s. 

It is home to the  Clan MacLeod. It is thought 

to be have been owned by one family-the 

Macleods-longer than any other house in 

Scotland! 

 

The many other castles in Skye are now historic 

ruins or museums.  
 



 

 

20 

20 

following the Clearances it fell to just 15,000 in 

1891. The population then fell even further after 

1918 because of the First World War.  

 

The First World War in 1914 saw many men from Skye 

sign up to fight for Great Britain. However, many 

of these men never returned home. This had a big 

impact on the population of Skye. By 1931 the 

population was just under 10,000.  

 

Check for Understanding 

1. How much did Skye’s population fall by between 
1841 and 1891? 

2. Why was this? 
3. What other major world event had a huge impact 

on Skye’s population 

4. Use the statistics below to make a line graph 
which shows the changes in Skye’s population 

between 1755 and 2001.  

 

Challenge-Creating a line graph 

 

Your teacher will guide you through the stages of 

making an informative and accurate line graph.  

 

Skye’s population 1755-2001 

 

Year  Approximate Population 

1755  11,252 

1794  14,470 

1821  20,827 

1841  23,082 

1881  16,889 

1891  15,705 

1931  9,908 

1951  8,537 

1961  7,479 

1971  7,183 

1981  7,276 

1991  8,847 
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2001  9,232 

 

 

 

 

Is Skye a popular place to live? 

 

As your line graph will show, Skye’s population has 

grown steadily in the last forty years. This is 

perhaps down to the increase in the number of 

tourists who are visiting Skye, as more and more 

businesses have set up shop to cater for them. 

Also, Skye’s tourist business was helped by the 

building of the Skye Bridge in 1995. This linked 

Skye with the mainland of Scotland for the first 

time. Skye has also become popular with many older 

couples who wish to live a quieter, simpler way of 

life in a beautiful part of the country.  

 

Skye’s Economy 

 

An economy means how people in a city or country 

make its money. So, when we look at Skye’s economy 

we are considering how people in Skye make money to 

live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most people in Skye are 

employed by either the 

government or by the tourism 

industry. Skye is home to the 

Talisker whisky distillery, 

which is world famous, and 

many people also work in the 

fishing industry.  In fact, 

if you have eaten scampi 

recently, then there is a 

chance that it was caught in 

Skye.  

 

Skye is also considered quite 

a ‘green’ island as it is 

home to a wind farm, which it 

is hoped will provide Skye 

with energy for years to 

come, and which will also 

help the Skye’s economy. 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Below is 

the wind 

farm on 

Skye. 
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Checking for Understanding 

 

1. Provide two reasons as to why Skye’s population 
has grown in the last forty years. 

2. What was built in 1995? 
3. Explain what the word ‘economy’ means. 
4. List four things that Skye’s economy relies on. 

(what jobs do people do?) 

 

 

 

Extension 

Create a mind map that shows everything you now 

know about Skye. Once you have done this, 

illustrate the mind map and add colour.  

 

Tiree 

 

Tiree is a small island in the Inner Hebrides. It 

only has a population of 800, yet is a fairly 

population destination for tourists.   

 

Tiree’s History 

 

Tiree is famous for its 1st century BC Dùn Mor 

broch. A broch is an ancient type of Scottish 

building found in the Highlands. Brochs are 

circular, built from stone and usually 5-15 metres 

across. Many have 3 metre thick walls. 
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Interestingly, historians have different views on 

what brochs were used for.  Many historians believe 

they were defensive buildings, like castles, where 

the leader of the local tribe lived. Other 

historians believe that brochs were used for 

storing food or animals.  What we do know is that 

the broch in Lewis, Dùn Mor, is one of the oldest 

in Scotland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiree’s Geography 

 

The most westerly of the Inner Hebrides, Tiree is 

said to be one of the sunniest places in the 

country. Tiree owes a lot to its position on the 

edge of the Atlantic Ocean. This means that huge 

waves that have built up in the Atlantic hit Tiree 

before any other island in that area of the 

Hebrides. 

Dùn Mor broch in Tiree 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Broch of Mousa, 

Shetland 

Check for Understanding 

1. What is Tiree famous 
for? 

2. What is a broch? 
3. What do historians 

think broch’s were 

used for? 

4. How old is Dun Mor 
broch? 

Extension: Draw a broch. 

Explain why it would be 

good to hide in. 
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This makes it perfect for windsurfing.  

 

 

Tiree’s Economy 

 

As has been noted above Tiree also has a very 

modern aspect to its economy: windsurfing. 

Windsurfers bring in money to the economy of Tiree. 

Many people in Tiree rely on the money brought in 

by windsurfers who come all year round to ride the 

large waves. These people will work in all the 

various cafes, bars and hotels that cater for the 

windsurfers. Tiree is now known throughout the 

world as a great place to go windsurfing. In fact, 

the best windsurfing competition in the world is 

held in Tiree every year!  

 

Although windsurfing helps bring in money to Tiree, 

most of Tiree’s workers are in fact crofters. Tiree 

is a great place to grow crops and many people 

still work crofts as their ancestors will have done 

for hundreds of years.  
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Check for Understanding 

1. Write down three facts about Tiree’s geography? 
2. Why does Tiree’s location make it perfect for 

windsurfing? 

3. Explain why people in Tiree rely on windsurfers 
to make a living? 

4. What do most people in Tiree work as? 
5.  

Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis’s history 

 

Lewis has a fascinating history. People first began 

to live there around 8,000 years ago. As the 

population for Lewis grew, so the people living 

there began to build structures. Some of these 

survive today.  

 

The Callanish Stones 

 

The Callanish Stones in Lewis are huge stones that 

were put in a circle by the inhabitants of the 

island. They were built between 2900 and 2600 BC. 

This makes them over 4500 years old! Although the 

picture below may not look too impressive, it is 

believed by some historians that the stones were 

built by the ancient people of Lewis as a way of 

Lewis is the northern part of Lewis and Harris. (see 

the area coloured red in the map opposite). Lewis and 

Harris is the largest island in the Outer Hebrides.  

 

Lewis is a beautiful island with a rich and 

interesting history. It is also home to lots of 

animals that you don’t find anywhere else in Scotland. 

We will look at all these things in this section.  
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forming a calendar, based on how light from the sun 

and moon hit the rocks. Other historians have 

disagreed, saying the stones may be part of a 

burial chamber (like a cemetery). However, because 

people at this time did not write, there is no way 

we will ever be sure what these stones mean. 

 

 

Check for understanding (from previous page) 

1. When did people first start to live in Lewis? 
2. When were the Callanish Stones built? 
3. How old does this make them? 
4. What two things do historians think the stones 

may have been built for? 

5. Why is it very difficult for us to know for 
definite what they were built for? 

 

Extension 

Draw the Callanish Stones. Below the drawing, say 

why you think they were put up and why. (use your 

imagination and be clear in your answer) 

 

 

The Lewis Chessmen 

 

Until the 9th century Lewis had been inhabited by 

ancient Scots and Irish speaking people. However, 

the arrival of Vikings from Norway changed all 

this. The Vikings took over Lewis and, when they 

left around 200 years later in the 12th century, 

they left behind many interesting things which 

survive to this day. One of these was the Lewis 

Chessmen.  
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Check for understanding  

1. When did the Vikings arrive in Lewis? 
2. When did the Vikings leave Lewis? 
3. Explain what the Lewis Chessmen are. 
4. Provide two full reasons why the Lewis Chessmen 

are admired by so many people. 

Extension 

5. What did the Viking craftsmen who made the 

chess pieces want each piece to have? 

6. Design your own chess piece, based on your 

character and personality. Once you’ve done 

your one, design a chess piece for a close 

friend or a member of your family. 

 

Lewis’s Geography 

 

Lewis is generally flat inland but on the coast it 

has rocky cliffs and beautiful, sandy beaches. 

Lewis also has a large number of freshwater lochs.  

 

The best land for growing crops and raising animals 

is on the east of the island. This is why more 

people settled here than anywhere else on the 

island. In fact, there is only one proper town in 

The Lewis Chessman are a set of chess pieces 

made by a Viking and left in Lewis. They were 

made by a Viking craftsman in the 12th century. 

They are admired by many people across the 

world. 

 

The chess pieces are admired so much by 

historians and artists for two main reasons. 

Firstly, they are very old and are a link to 

Scotland’s Viking past. Secondly, the actual 

chess pieces themselves are interesting to look 

at. For example, some of the pieces have funny 

expressions on their faces. Some of the pieces 

look bored, or worried, or ready for battle. 

It’s almost like the Viking craftsman wanted 

each piece to have a personality of its own.  
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Lewis and it is on the east of the island. The town 

is called Stornaway. The map shows you where it is 

located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The climate in Lewis is quite different to other 

places in Scotland. The temperature in the winter 

rarely falls below zero and in the summer only 

hits a high of sixteen of seventeen degrees 

Celsius. Basically, the temperature doesn’t change 

a huge amount over the course of the year. This is 

due to warm air being blown up through the 

Atlantic ocean in winter months and cool air from 

the Atlantic hitting the island in the summer. 

 

As well as this, Lewis is also a very windy 

island. Because of this many people want to set up 

a wind farm on Lewis. However, many of the locals 

don’t want this to happen. They think it will make 

Lewis noisy and ugly.  

Check for understanding 

1. List three facts about what Lewis looks 
like. 

2. Why do people live in Stornaway? 
3. What is the coldest and warmest Lewis 

gets? 

4. Why is this? 
5. Why don’t some people want Lewis to have 

a wind farm? 
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Lewis’s economy 

 

The traditional jobs in Lewis, which means the jobs 

that have been done on Lewis for hundreds of years, 

are crofting, fishing and weaving. Unfortunately, 

people do not make a lot of money from these, so 

they are becoming less and less popular. The more 

modern jobs that are done in Lewis bring in more 

money. For example, tourism is growing in Lewis, 

with £45 million taken into the local economy every 

year. Most people, therefore, either have a job 

that relies on tourists, or they work for the local 

council.  

 

Sport in Lewis 

 

There quite a lot of sporting grounds and sports 

centres in Lewis. Sports such as Football, Shinty 

and Golf are popular.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football is the most popular amateur sport in 

Lewis with Goathill Park in Stornoway hosting 

special matches involving select teams and 

visiting clubs and other organisations. Local 

teams currently participate in the Lewis and 

Harris Football League. 

 

Shinty is a little like hockey but a much rougher! 

It is not as popular as in the rest of the West of 

Scotland, but the Lewis Camanachd team is based 

around the town. 

 

The Lewis Castle Grounds is the home of Stornoway 

Golf Club (the only 18-hole golf course in the 

Outer Hebrides). 

 

Angling (fishing) is a very popular pass-time in 

Lewis as there are several good lochs and rivers 

for fishing. 

 

As Lewis is an island, various water sports, such 

as surfing, are popular activities. 

 

Lewis has a terrain very suited to hillwalking, 

particularly in Uig and near the border with 

Harris. 
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Check for understanding 

 

Challenge: Divide a full A4 page into two along the 

middle. 

 

-In one half you are going to use pictures and 

words to create a poster showing what sports are 

done in Lewis. Write a little about each sport.  

 

-in the other half you are going to use pictures 

and words to show how people in Lewis make a living 

and bring money into the local economy.  

 

A good poster will be:  

 

1. Neat 

2. Colourful 

3. Full of accurate information 

 

An excellent poster will be all the above but also: 

 

1. Interesting and informative 

2. Feature your own words, not sentences copied 

from this booklet.  
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End of topic challenge: Visit 

Scotland!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your job, as a group, is to use the next three 

periods to: 

 

1) Produce a guidebook to Scotland 
2) Prepare a poster, which would be put in 

the front of shop windows to advertise 

your guidebook.  

3) Present a tv or radio advert, designed to 
convince people to visit Scotland.  

 

Your guidebook to Scotland must be completed before 

you move onto the presentation and advert: 

 

Tips to produce a great guidebook 

 

The Scottish Government want the guidebook to: 

1) Have a section on crofting, the Highland 

Clearances and where Highlanders moved to. 

Your group has been asked 

by the Scottish government 

to produce a campaign to 

encourage tourists to visit 

Scotland. 

 

The best campaign will win 

the contract and a prize. 

 

Remember, there are other 

groups who also want to win 

the right to publish the 

Guidebook, so competition 

is fierce! 

 

 



 

 

32 

32 

2) Three separate sections on Skye, Tiree and 

Lewis. 

3) A section on places and things tourists might 
want to see 

4) Tell tourists how to read a map using 

longitude and latitude-your teacher will 

provide you with maps to help you explain 

this.  

5) Be colourful, accurate and interesting 
 

 

Good luck and remember: stick to the 

instructions, work well as a group and 

produce your best possible work. 
 

 


