
Text to Speech on Ipad 
 

iPads and iPhones have very useful 'Speak Selection' and 'Speak Screen' facilities built into 
the operating system. If all you want is to be able to have text read back from a:  

 document, 
 web page 
 or eBook. 

To access Speak Selection and Speak Screen: 

1. first tap on the Settings icon (usually on your iPad/iPhone Home screen), 
2. then select General.  
3. Scroll down and tap on Accessibility. 
4. Then select Speech. 
5. Make sure that Speak Selection and Speak Screen are turned on (i.e. the button is 

green). 
6. Next, tap on Voices to choose the voice that your device will use. 

The actual number of voices will vary depending on the iPad / iPhone you are using and its 
operating system - iOS 9 has more voices than earlier systems. If you don't like the 
default voice, try something else. The Siri voices in iOS 9 are pretty good, while some 
people like the English (Ireland) voice, Moira. You can also adjust the speed of the voice 
by adjusting the Speaking Rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Use Speak Selection 

First of all, you have to select the text you want read out 

If you want to select all of the text, which you would probably want to do, tap on a word, 
hold it for a second, then release to get an option to select all of the text. If you chose 
Select All, you will then have an option to Speak the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you only want to select a short piece of text, for example a paragraph on a web site, 
double-tap on a word, then release to highlight it. You can then 'drag' the handles to 
select a specific section of the text. 

 

 

 

 

Once you have selected the text you will have an option to read it out, using your 
preferred voice. If you don't get any sound, make sure you have the volume control on 
your iPad / iPhone turned up! 

 


